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Lesson Calendar 


1. October 4.—David Brings up the Ark. . . 2 Sam. 6: 1-12 
2. October 11.—God’s Covenant with David. . . . . 2 Sam. 7: 4-16 
3. October 18.—David’s Confession . . Psa. 51: 1-17 
4. October 25.—David’s Joy over Forgiveness . . Psa. 32 
5. November 1.—David and Absalom 2 Sam. 15: 1-12 
6. November 8.—David’s Grief over Absalom » Sam. 18 : 24-33 
7. November 15.—David's Trust in God . bia asp Psa. 23 
8. November 22.— The Curse of Strong Drink Vold’ 
Temperance Lesson . . . oo PROV, 202258 20, 21, 29-35 
9. November 29.—David’s Ch: urge to Sulomon.. . 1 Chron. 28 : 1-10 
10. December 6.—Solomon’s Wise Choice, . . . . . 1 Kings 3: 4-15 
11. December 13.—The Dedication of the 
Temple .. 1 Kings 8 : 1-11, 62, 63 
r The Queen of Sheba Visits 
12. December 20.— Solomon ‘ 1 Kings 10 : 1-10 
(Or, The Birth of Christ. . . . . . Matt. 2: t-12 


13. December 27.—Review 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association 


Monday.—2 Sam. 6: I-12. . David brings up the ark 


Tuesday.—1 Chron. 15 : 1-3, 11-16. Preparing for final journey 
Wednesday.—1 Chron. 15 : 25 to 16:3. Brought to Jerusalem 
Thursday.—1 Chron. 16:7-22...... A psalm of praise 
Friday.—1 Chron. 16 : 23-37. . .. . . The psalm continued 


Saturday.—Psalm 132. 
Sunday.—Psalm 84 . 


David's prayer 
L onging for God's house 


% 


The Power of Penitence 
By President Ethelbert D. Warfield, LL.D 


E WAS a lowly mortal, stained by sin, 
On whom men looked with scorn, scarce pitying, 
Until one dared to stoop and enter in 
The charnel cave of his base thoughts, and wring 
A slow repentance by the power of love 
The Master lent him from his throne above. 


A slow repentance, then a great delight 
Broke in upon that ignominious soul, 
Till all affrighted at the wondrous sight 
Of the transforming love which seemed to roll 
In mighty billows round and over him, 
He sank into the shadows old and grim. 


Fearful he sank. How could he share the clean, 
The holy life of God—who was so vile ? 

Till in his ear the voice of Faith, serene, 
Bade him be comforted, again to smile ; 

For in repenting he who seemed a clod 

Had moved with joy the mighty heart of God. 
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Have you entered your Sunday-school for The Sunday 
School Times Rally Day Honor List? It is a splendid op- 
portunity to give your school just the right start for the com- 
ing winter. The plan was described in full August 29. An 
entry blank and particulars will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 








Infinite Riches 


Lost opportunities never come again, but it is 
never too late to get all that is left. A noble-hearted 
fellow, who had been rescued from a life of debauch- 
ery and crime, stood on the deck of a steamer telling 
a companion how he came to turn from darkness to 
light. Suddenly he pointed to the sun, its crimson 
orb just setting in the expanse of sea. ‘‘ Just look 
at that!’’ he exclaimed, ‘‘and to think how in all 
those years I missed the beauty and the glory that I 
might have seen! That sun was just as magnificent 
then as now, but I was down among the beer-kegs, 
caring more for them than for this glorious sight.’’ 
And then he exulted in his present opportunity, and 
the power that the gospel had given him to see the 
beauty and the sublimity of God's handiwork. Do 


we realize how sin deprives us of our great opportuni- 
ties? What a wealth lies within ourreach! Poverty 
comes from within. To be in Christ is to be a pos- 
sessor of infinite riches. 


a 
Wisdom More than Money 


Wisdom is above price. Gold cannot buy intel- 
ligence. But it is often said, ‘‘ Money will buy food, 
clothing, and shelter.’’ Even this is not always so. 
Tribes of men exist who, with the wealth of the world 
in their hands, could not secure for themselves one 
loaf of wholesome bread, one comfortable, beautiful 
garment, nor one clean white pillow on which to rest. 
Perhaps it is not money that secures these lesser bless- 
ings. Our country is prosperous and delightful. 
Does mere money make it so? 


x 
The Main Responsibility 


Your reponsibility for your own reputation is a 
small matter compared with your responsibility for the 
reputation of the Christ whom you are supposed to 
represent. Said a faithful worker to one of the elders 
of the church, ‘‘ There are two or three men in this 
church in whom I have such confidence that, if they 
should go wrong, I don’t know what would become 
of my faith.’’ That elder felt a shudder of responsi- 
bility for the honor of the church and its Lord as he 
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The Ignorance 


OMETHING was wrong with the great pipe-organ 
at Green Valley Church. Speculation as to its 
cause and extent was rife and various, until at 

last the wardens reported there was a leak in the 
organ chamber roof. ‘They were very sorry, they said, 
that the damage was serious, but the carpenter and 
organ man were at work, and all would soon be well. 

For a month the people seemed content, but their 
endurance was less saintly than grim. When the 
second month came and there was no organ, and then 
a third and a fourth and still its great voice was silent, 
endurance gave way to grumbling. First it came in 
mild hints and courteous protests, then a general 
lament broke forth that swelled into loud disgust and 
general scolding. As a matter of fact, the situation 
was vexing indeed, for the feeble little ‘‘ cabinet'’ 
was a poor substitute, and could scarcely be heard. 
Some gave the sexton, innocent man, a piece of their 
mind ; others thought the organist a poor manager and 
the workmen stupid. Why had not the wardens 
done something? Why had not the pastor settled the 
matter long ago? You see, they were mad, and the 
pastor and his organist at Green Valley Church were 
not happy in those days. 

Finally the minister got hold of two or three who 
led in the chorus of blame, and introduced them to the 
carpenter. He took them into the organ chamber, 
and then on the roof, and put some questions to them. 
Had any of them ever tried to stop a leak in a slate 
roof? Did they know how hard it was to locate such 
leaks, and to stop them when found, and that it was 
sometimes easier to put on a new roof than to mend 
a leaky one in such a case? And did they know that 
now, after it had been fixed, he had waited several 
weeks for a rain to test his repairs ? 

No, they had never thought of all that. They 
understood the situation better now. They thought 
he had done very well. They saw the baffling prob- 
lems, and when they understood, they grew more 
patient. 

Then the minister introduced them to the organ 


never felt it before. Ever after it seemed to him that 
the main question of his life was, ‘If I should slip, 
what would he think of Christ ?’’ Under temptation, 
the problem seemed not so much one of his own repu- 
tation as of the good name of his Master. Suppose 
we all put this question to the world, ‘‘ What think ye 
of Christ, in view of my conduct of life ?"’ 


x 
Dealing with Difficulties 


Look at difficulties through the big end of the 
telescope! Under too close an inspection, the small- 
est obstacle will seem unsurmountable. One of the 
early Union generals in the Civil War was continually 
making an exhaustive and ever-increasing study of 
the enemy's strength, until he had frittered away an 
army in trying to anticipate every possible danger. 
Then came a man who believed in fighting, rather 
than fearing, and the Union cause was won. And so 
with all the difficulties of life,—they are to be re- 
garded as an incentive rather than a hindrance,—a 
spur rather than a drag. 





Now is the time to tell The Sunday School Times how you 
routed the summer falling-off tendency in ycur Sunday- 
school. A prize of $25 in gold is offered for the best article 
on the subject. The contest closes October 20. But don't 
write without first sending for fuller information and the con- 
ditions that govern the matter. 
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of Impatience 


builder, who in turn took them into the church and 
showed them the great instrument torn apart, dissected, 
as it were, its many limbs and members filling ten 
pews. Some one said, ‘‘Some other things besides 
men are fearfully and wonderfully made.’’ Did they 
know how delicate the mechanism of an organ was, 
that it had taken three weeks to repair the wind chests 
alone, and that a rat-gnawed bellows was terribly 
tedious to repair? Above all, did they know there 
were one thousand pipes, each badly damaged, and 
each calling for separate treatment? No, indeed, that 
had never occurred to them. The task was indeed 
enormous, All agreed that the organ man had moved 
tapidly, and as the new light dawned, they grew 
strangely patient. 

And the patience of those men soon made others 
likewise patient, for there is contagion in virtue, you 
know, and grumbling soon disappeared. Green Valley 
Church had peace, and when the welcome voice of its 
organ was finally heard, it was noticed that the 
minister and organist were especially glad. 

ls itnot alwaysso? Impatience is born of ignorance. 
We worry and complain about this and that, are 
impatient with our children, and our children with us. 
We think the government badly managed, and the 
executives weak. The preacher's sermon was poor 
this morning, and the Sunday-school not what it was 
‘‘when we were children." Remember the Green 
Valley organ. If we knew the facts, we should worry 
less. If we understood the children’s view of life, and 
how weak was their strength for its battle; if we knew 
how vast a mechanism government is, and how many 
great and good things it dges of which we are ignorant ; 
if we realized how many interruptions our pastor had 
in the preparation of his sermon; and if we oftener 
studied the triumphs and progress of the Sunday- 
school, and not so exclusively its failures, our gloom 
would lift and our hearts would grow calm. 

Above all, when we are impatient with God and 
his dealings with us, let us recall the parable of that 
organ. We fret because we do not and will not 
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understand. When we complain of his disciplines 
and chastenings as unreasonably heavy; when we 
bemoan the disappointments of life, its receding 
visions and its fading hopes, let us remember what 
God is trying to do, —think of the mighty work he has 
in hand. Life is not only probation, it is also educa- 
tion ; and ‘‘ the soul of all culture is the culture of the 
soul," as Bushnell said. Infinite tests and changes 
are needed to dislodge sin from its seats within, and 
long, long years must pass ere He can bring us even 
a little nearer to his view. As we learn the mind of 
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God towards us, we grow submissive to the methods 
of his care. If they seem hard, it is only because 
they are so tenderly thorough and lovingly complete. 
The minister learned some eternal lessons from the 
organ that summer. Some of his fellow-workers else- 
where in church and school may also ponder the 
parable with profit, and lift the prayer of Newman, 


‘* Lord! who thy thousand years dost wait 
To work the thousandth part 
Of thy vast plan, for us create 
With zeal a patient heart.’’ 
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No attention will be paid to anonymous letters. 


An Expert’s Advice on 
Bible Lessons for Beginners 

The little ones are in the center of the Kingdom, 
closer to the King than the rest of us. When, there- 
fore, the American Section of the International Lesson 
Committee sets itself to the task of seeing that a course 
of ‘‘ Bible Lessons for Beginners’’ is prepared with 
sufficient care to be issued under its authority, the 
whole world is interested. The new two years’ course 
of this sort was announced as ready for the public a 
short time ago, and the list of lessons and topics was 
printed in full in The Sunday School Times of 
August 29. This new course is not simply another 
year of lessons added to the one-year course of 1901. 
It is a new course in its construction, and The Sun- 
day School Times has announced that teaching hints 
by George H. Archibald for the first three months 
of the new course, September, October, and Novem- 
ber, are ready for immediate use, and that Mr. Archi- 
bald’s teaching hints for the entire first year will be 
ready before December. Orders for the ten-cent 
pamphlet containing the first three months are already 
coming in, as also are letters of inquiry, of which the 
following, from an earnest and long-time Sunday- 
school worker in North Carolina, is an illustration : 


I see in last week's issue of your paper the course of Begin- 
ners’ Course of Bible study authorized by the American Section 
of the International Lesson Committee for two years. I have 
just finished, with good and satisfactory results, the course 
given in your paper of a year ago. I have compared this 
pamphlet with what you now issue, and find the two practi- 
cally covering the same ground. I cannot, therefore, repeat 
it this year. I write to inquire if it is at all likely that the 
second year's course will be ready in a short time for use. 
want to keep in line with this newly adopted semi-International 
Course. My experience of nearly fifty years’ Sunday-school 
work—and especially the gratifying results of my trial of the 
first year's course—lead me heartily to approve and endorse 
the action of the American Sub-Committee. 


In order to secure expert advice on this point, The 
Sunday School Times referred the inquiry to Mrs. 
J. W. Barnes, the Primary and Junior Secretary of 
the International Sunday-school Convention. In view 
of Mrs. Barnes's statements, it will readily be under- 
stood why it is not necessary or advisable to have the 
second year’s lessons ready just now. Mrs. Barnes 
writes : 


The question asked is, practically, ‘‘ Should teachers who 
have taught the old one-year course now begin again with the 
first year of the new two-year course, or should they start in 
with the second year of the new course ?"’ 

I should answer most emphatically, Begin with the first year 
of the new course. 

It was the expectation of the Lesson Committee, in prepar- 
ing the old one-year course, that schools would use the same 
course over and over again, year after year, with the children 
three, four, and five years of age. The primary teachers of 
the country felt that it was not possible with a one-year course 
to give adequate treatment to the necessary foundation truths 
in one year, and therefore secured the two-year course. It 
was this reason which prompted them, rather than that the chil- 
dren would tire of hearing the same course a second year. 

I have personally taught the first year of a course three years 
in succession, and with older children than are supposed to be 
included in the term “ beginners.’' I therefore appreciate the 
difficulties of such a plan with the older children, but also ap- 
preciate the advantages of repetition with the wee ones. 

It is expected that ultimately, when the work for the begin- 
ners is fully established in a school, the first year of the 
course will be taught to the three- and four- year-old children, 
and the second year to the five-year-old pupils. This is a mat- 
ter which will regulate itself. 

A careful comparison of the old one-year course and the 
first year of the new two-year course will show that, while 
there are great similarities, there are equally strong points of 
difference. Two new themes are introduced, ‘' Repentance" 
and “' Forgiveness,’ and two more lessons on ‘‘ Prayer"’ are 
given. The Golden Texts are not the same, and are intro- 
duced in such a way that there need not be the forcing of 
the text to fit the fesson, nor the lesson to fit the text, as there 
was in the old course. ‘These differences will demand from 
the lesson-writer§ a different development of the lessons, and 
will therefore make even the lessons which have the same 
body of material different in the teaching. 

I should think it very improbable that any publisher would 


be able to issue the second year at this time, because the 
treatment of the second year of the course must of necessity 
be based on the lessons of the first year. My correspondence 
on this subject would indicate that the schools intend to begin 
with this first year, even though they may have been teaching 
similar courses for several years. We need to remember that 
subjects which seem very familiar to us are ever new to the 


young children. 


Our Brothers and Sisters in Mexico 


Mexico's earnest appeal to North America’s 
Sunday-schools for help in saving the children and 
grown folks of that country by means of the Sunday- 
school is meeting with instant and generous response, 
as the following typical letter from a big-hearted Ohio 
superintendent, Samuel E. Kumler, well illustrates : 


I herewith enclose New York draft for $10 given by the 
Sunday-school of the First United Brethren Church of Day- 
ton, Ohio, for work in Mexico. Without boasting, the thing 
that I wish especially to have you know is that this $10 was 
given like a ‘‘flash."’. The school one minute before had 
given $300 to assist a local mission in this city, and then, when 
this call was presented, it was given instantly. i hope that the 
mail that brings this to you will deposit one thousand just like 
it on your desk. Our entire school know the 67th Psalm. 


Commercial travelers are not always what the popu- 
lar idea pictures them, as three thousand modern 
‘«Gideons’’ could testify. What if they were all the 
type of men represented by the following letter ! 


The Times of August 22 reached me here (as I am a com- 
mercial traveler, and can only have the numbers forwarded 
from my home), and, having read Mrs. Bryner's report, I en- 
close you express order for fs for ‘‘ Mexico Fund."’ At first I 
intended to send $1 a year for five years, but as life is uncer- 
tain, and the Sunday-school work must go on, I enclose it in 
one sum. 


A worker in the employ of the government at the 
national capital, who evidently wants the privilege of 
sharing in the beginnings of great things for the 
Master, writes : 


I had the joy of giving a dollar to begin the field work in 
Japan, and now I want to send a dollar for the Mexico fund. 
I pray that God may bless this small amount, and that you 
may secure thousands of dollars for the Sunday-school cause 
in Mexico. 


It rests with the Sunday-school workers who read 
these words to answer that prayer. Many can share in 
this privilege ; what the results for good to Mexico may 
be only the heavenly Father can know. As before 
announced, five hundred dollars will support a Sun- 
day-school field worker in Mexico for one year ; $2, 500 
would provide for five years. The International 
Sunday-school Executive Committee stands ready to 
send a worker as soon as the money is provided. The 
total amount received up to the time of going to press 
is $235.52. Contributions since those acknowledged in 
last week's issue of the Times have been received 
from 
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Marion Lawrance’s 





Question Box 





The General Secretary of the International Sunday-school Conven- 
tion will answer here questions on Sunday-school matters—not biblical 
questions—that are of genera! interest. If not answered here, they will 
be replied to personally. Address “ Marion Lawrance’s Question 
Box,” The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


DALLAS, TEX.—Where can I get the best Raliy Day pro- 
gram ?—W. C. E. 

Consult the advertising pages of this paper. Many su- 
perintendents make their own programs. Good home- 
made suggestions were given in the Times of August 29. 
Be sure to enter your Sunday-school in the Times Rally 
Day Honor List. 

GALVESTON, TEXAS.—If you think it profitable, I would be 
obliged if you would te'l how you would proceed to train a 
young man as Sunday-school superintendent.—G. M 

‘** We learn to do by doing, and by observing how others 
do.’’ First of all, I would make the young man an assistant 
superintendent in some Sunday-school, gradually laying 
upon him a part of the superintendent’s work. Then he 
ought to visit other Sunday-schvols, and take notes upon 
how they are conducted. He should also read all the 
books he can get bearing upon the subject, and lastly, he 
should go to Sunday-school conventions whenever he can, 
and keep in the Sunday-school atmosphere. 





CHICAGO, ILL.—Our Bible school is a small one (the 
Friends), and we are considering some plans to increase both 
its size and efficiency. One of the plans advocated by some is 
a system of rewards for bringing in new pupils and good be- 
havior. Please inform us whether experience in other schools 
has proven such rewards are really successful, or eventually 
harmful.—E. W. J. 

The best attraction in any Sunday-school is to make it as 
bright, warm, and attractive as possible, and have good 
teaching. A good marking system, intended to recognize 
faithfulness and efficiency in any line, is helpful. Any sys- 
tem of honors which pits scholars against each other will 
work harm in the end. A systematic visitation for secur- 
ing new members works well. Time and effort spent in 
cultivating a ‘‘school spirit’’ will eventually show good 
results along all lines. 





LOUISVILLE, KY.—Will you kindly say what special days 
are celebrated during a year, generally, by the Sunday-schools 
throughout the country >—H. QO. W. 

There are more such ‘‘ days ’’ observed than the average 
school would find profitable, some schools emphasizing one 
idea, and some another. We name a few of the more 
common days, as they occur in the calendar year. 

1. New Year’s Reception Day. 

2. Easter. 

3. Children’s Day. 

4. ‘*America,’’ or Patriotic, Day. 

5. Rally Day. 

6. Good Citizenship (Temperance) Day. 
. Christmas. 

Also the Anniversary, which is observed at different 

times in different schools. 





FINDLAY, O.—In our quarterly conventions or meetings of 
the Sunday-schools in Findlay we have been trying to revive 
a very dead Union Sunday-school teachers’-meeting. Some 
of the schools have A 1 teachers'-meetings. Would you advise 
giving up these local or individual school meetings for a union 
meeting ?—E. C. G, 

The ideal teachers’-mecting is local, —held for the benefit 
of a particular Sunday-school. In such a meeting the les- 
son can be discussed with the needs of that school in view, 
and many things done which would help that school but 
be out of order at a union meeting. I would not give up a 
local meeting for a union meeting,—and there may be need 
for both. Some schools have none, and some teachers 
cannot attend their own, but could attend the union meet- 
ing. The writer conducted a large union meeting for nine 
years, and yet led the one in his own school every Friday 
night besides. 





BALTIMORE, OHIO.—Would you kindly give me some light 
on the subject, ‘‘ The Place of the Pastor in the Sunday-school,” 
simply mentioning his duties there ?. Perhaps you could sug- 
gest a book that would help me in the Eoodlagmens of this 
topic.—G. A. S. 

The pastor of the church is the pastor of the Sunday- 
school. His place in the Sunday-school is largely as pastor 
of it. Being the pastor, and in that sense the chief officer, 
though not the executive head, his work should be very 
largely what he chooses to make it, provided it does not 
interfere with the general recognized plan of the school 
work. He certainly should not be superintendent, nor 
teach a class regularly, if he can help it. It is well for 
him to be a supply teacher from time to time, and thus 
come into touch with various classes. It often happens 
that he is the best qualified person to review the lesson of 
the day. The pastor should know what kind of teaching is 
done in the Sunday-school, and should use his best efforts 
to make it all it should be. One of the best books I know 
of to read on the subject is entitled ‘‘ The Pastor and the 
Sunday-school,’’ by Dr. Hatcher (Southern Baptist Publi- 
cation Society, Nashville, Tenn. 75 cents). This or any 
other Sunday-school worker’s book can be supplied by the 
Times at the retail price. 
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FOR TEACHERS OF 
THE LITTLE FOLKS 





A Good Promotion 
Service 


At this season of the year many schools have a special 
day for promotions. When the primary pupils are pro- 
moted to the junior department in the First € ongregational 
Church of Germantown, Philadelphia, the following service 
is used: 





(At the time appointed the doors of the primary department 
will be thrown open.) School will stand throughout. 
Singing, girls’ voices : 
} ‘*In love's fellowship we meet you, 
| Here the gospel to proclaim, 
And with songs of joy we greet you 
In the Saviour's holy name. 


Chorus, by the school : 


| ‘*‘Welcome, welcome, 

| Glad welcome we sing, 
Join us in praising 
~ Our Saviour and King.”’ 


During the singing of the next two verses the members of 
the class to be promoted will enter the large room, and, led by 
one of the primary superintendents, will walk to the front of 
the desk, where they will be met by their new teacher. 

Singing, girls’ voices 


‘*Tesus walking close beside you, 
: While the hours are going by, 
Will with holy counsels guide you, 
And with grace your needs supply.” 


Chorus, by the school. 
Girls’ voices : 
‘*He will ne’er forsake nor leave you, 
When by sin you grieve him sore, 
But will graciously receive you, 
And your wandering heart restore. 


Chorus, by the school. 

Reading the Scriptures, by the supt. (Deut. 11 

Prayer, by the pastor. 

Examination of the class, by the pastor. 

Prayer, by the new class. The members of the class will 
offer in unison the Lord's Prayer, while the entire school re- 
mains standing with bowed heads. 

Granting certificates of promotion, by the superintendent. 
The superintendent will announce the name of the teacher of 
the class, the number of the class, and the name of each mem- 
ber. As he announces the names of the members he will hand 
the scholars’ certificates to the primary superintendent in 
charge, who, in turn, will hand them to the scholars. 

Singing, girls’ voices : 


: 18-21). 


‘* All through life may peace attend you, 
Giving calm and sweet repose, 

And the powers of heaven defend you 
From unseen and open foes.’’ 


Chorus, by the school. 
During the singing of the above verse and chorus the pro- 
moted class will retire to the place assigned for it. 
| Benediction. 


% 


Our Missionary Ship 


Our little folks in the primary department were aroused 
last winter as never before regarding the work in the for- 
eign field. The children in far-off heathen lands are as 
much a reality:to them now as those in our own America, 

A ship some three feet in length, gayly decorated with 
flags, and laden.with satchel boxes, arrived in port at the 
primary department door the first Sunday in January. At 
the outset the children were enthused, the ship itself in- 
spiring the boys, while the girls were delighted with the 
satchels. A brief explanation was made to the children 
regarding the ship’s purpose, and a promise of a trip for 
several successive Sundays. One trip will illustrate the 

idea carried out in the trips to China, India, and Africa, 

At the close of the lesson, each child received a ticket 
for Japan. We boarded the ship in imagination, and to 

the tune of a missionary song we crossed the wide ocean, 

Arriving in Japan, we were met by a jinrikisha, of which 

we had a small one in view; and we rode along through 

.this fair country, noting here and there the worship of 
idols, seeing its bitter consequences, and feeling the pain 
in our hearts at the sad sight of little children not knowing 
the loving Jesus as their friend. 

We visited the home of a small boy, watching him dress 
| for school, and noting the strangeness of his apparel. 
Following him down the street, we laughingly espied him 
buy asweetmeat and tuck it away in his sleeve, and left him 
at the schoolhouse door slipping off his clogs. 

As we rode on in our queer equipage, we reached the 
house of a little Japanese girl that had learned to pray to 
our Saviour, and a happier sight we never saw. Accepting 
the invitation of a cup of tea, we entered, and, in real 
Japanese fashion, all had a tiny cracker served on a square 
of white paper. Shaping our hands as cups, we played we 
drank tea, and sang with her one of our precious hymns. 
As we jumped in the jinrikisha, and rode along towards 











the ship once more, there was not one of us but felt we 
would save every penny to help send the gospel to Japan. 

So for six Sundays we took these imaginary trips, and 
the children saw and felt the need of others’ hearing the 
story of the Christ. Since children love to follow the plans 
of grown-ups, we arranged for a ‘* missionary tea’’ on St. 
Valentine’s afternoon, and a return of all satchels to load 
the ship prior to its departure. The day dawned ideal ; 
the room was crowded with children and mothers, glad and 
happy over the result of the six weeks’ savings. An ap- 
propriate program followed, and after light refreshments, 
and watching the ship borne away with its load of pennies, 
we bowed our heads and prayed that the Lord would mul- 
tiply our efforts.—A/rs. Lewis S. Somers, Superintendent 
Primary Department, Tioga Baptist Church Sunday- 
school, Philadelphia. 
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Stirring Up the Rest of the World 


The steady progress of the primary workers of our land 
is influencing Sunday-school circles far beyond the primary 
themselves. Mrs. J. W. Barnes, International 
Primary and Junior Secretary, illustrated this fact interest- 
ingly in her report to the International Executive Com- 
mittee at Winona Lake last month. Describing the 
different points of progress made by the organized pri- 
mary workers of North America, she said: 

‘* During these years a standard of organization for the 
individual school has been established, a system of grada- 
tion inaugurated, and a course of study for the teachers 
created. In place of the old-time name of ‘ Infant Class,’ 
we now have the beginners, primary, and junior, the 
grouping of which is called ‘The Elementary Grades.’ 
In place of the miscellaneous memorization we have a 
recognized supplemental course of grade studies for each 
of these departments, which course was adopted by the 
teachers at Denver, has since been revised by the Commit- 
tee, and is in printed form. 

‘*The basis of gradation is in these elementary grades, 
and the work accomplished here has created a widespread 
interest in grading, so that a large share of my correspon- 
dence is with superintendents of schools who write in- 
quiring the gradation of entire schools. I have had letters 
from England, Scotland, and Italy referring to this subject. 
One of our larger denominations has accepted this grade 
outline as its own, and is preparing to issue these sup- 
plemental lessons in developed lessons ready for teaching. 
Everywhere the interest in gradation is remarkable, and 
the ‘graded curriculum’ is everywhere a matter of com- 
ment. Constant requests come to my department that 
we extend the grade outline to the next grades.’’ 
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Those who read Mrs. Barnes’ article **A Brighter 
Day jor the Be ginners ’? on last week’s Times will be 
interested in her **Open Letter’’ this week, and in her 
article next week on how to work with the new two-year 
course of Beginners’ Bible Lessons. The course can be 
used in EVERY Sunday-school, whether large or small, 











+ 
How Primary Unions are Branching Out 


The principle of the Primary Union—a regular weekly 
conference of primary teachers of different Sunday-schools 
to study lessons and methods—is such a sensible and ef- 
fective one that it is not surprising that the rest of the 
Sunday-school is now knocking at the Primary Union’s 
door, and asking for a share in ‘its privileges. This de- 
mand has become so positive and widespread that official 
recognition of it has been taken by the International Pri- 
mary Committee. Mrs. J. W. Barnes gave the following 
interesting facts about this at Winona Lake last month : 

‘*Every organization worthy of life adapts itself to chan- 
ging conditions. This has been the case with the form of 
self-training for teachers known as the Union. ‘They have 
gradually graded themselves to meet the needs of the three 
elementary departments, but with the introduction of the 
training course a new need arose. In several cases so 
great has been the interest of the upper-grade teachers who 
came to the Union for the training-course work, that three 
unions added another grade of work to the Union. Im- 
mediately came the query, ‘ What should they be called ?’ 
They hesitated to drop the word ‘ primary,’ lest they be left 
out of the benefits of organized primary work, and yet the 
name did not represent their work. 

** At the meeting of the Primary Committee I was author- 
ized to extend the plans: of primary work to these upper 
grades, and to classify such unions under the name of 
“©... 4+... [mame of place] Graded Union of Sun- 
day-school Teachers,’’ these unions reporting to the Pri- 
mary Secretary, who should act in the capacity of grade 
secretary for this work. 

**One state has chaneed all its unions (o this graded 
plan, and other states are planning to do likewise.’’ 






Ask Mrs. Bryner! 


How would you teach a song to chil- 
dren who cannot read ? 





Teach a little at one time, perhaps only the chorus the 
first Sunday, adding a verse or portion of one the next. 
Explain the meaning of the song either by a story or a pic- 
ture illustrating the same thought. Simple drawings on 
the board will help such little ones to grasp the thought. 
These are better ways than to line it out. Choose a wor- 
thy song, and explain it little by little. 


What is a helpful plan to induce primary scholars to learn 
the Golden Text at home ? 

Better results are obtained by expecting them to recite 
the text of the previous lesson. There are good reasons 
for this, as such a text has been explained in Sunday- 
school, and is connected with the lesson story. Often the 
learning of the advance text is simply a memorizing of 
Bible words without any thought of their meaning or con- 
nection. If all children came from ideal homes, where 
lessons are explained, the advance text might be required. 
With conditions as they are, the other plan is more suc- 
cessful. It simply means learning a text one week later 
than usual, but with a better understanding. 

NEW BRITAIN, CONN.—I am in want of a good, sensible 
book of games, or amusements suitable for young children, to 
be used at a children's society in connection with Sunday- 
school. Can you give me the title of such works, price, and 
where obtained ?—J, N, 

Careful and exhaustive inquiry has failed to secure the 
name of just such a book as you desire. ‘There are many 
suggestive exercises for special days, —Christmas, Easter, 
etc. ; also general hints on ‘Children’s Meetings, and 
How to Conduct Them.’’ Many teachers have adapted 
some of the kindergarten games for socials and picnics for 
the youngest children. ‘* Social to Save,’’ by Amos R. 
Wells, is published by the United Society of Christian 
Endeavor, but its suggestions are more suitable for young 
people than for children. ‘* Eighty Good Times Out of 
Doors,’’ or ‘** Eighty Pleasant Evenings,” by Lillian M. 
Heath (each, 75 cents), suggest innocent amusements for 
parties small or large, young or old. These can be fur- 
nished by the Times at the prices named, 

HAMPTON, VA.—Will you be pleased to tell me what you 
consider the most suitable song-book for primary department ? 
—C. | 

There is no best except the scrap-book, which every 
teacher may arrange by selecting from various sources. 
Many books contain several good songs. ‘* The Primary 
Sunday-school Hymnal ’’ (35 cents) is a recent and worthy 
publication. “Song Stories for the Sunday-School ”’ (15 
cents) are good, but require a perfect accompaniment, 
** Little Branches, No, 2’’ (12 cents) are simple in melody 
and words, and teach many helpful lessons, ** Bible Study 
Songs ’’ (25 cents), ‘*Special Songs and Services ’’ (45 
cents), and many others, might be mentioned, Any of these 
can be ordered from The Sunday School Times. Primary 
children seldom have song-books, but are taught orally, 
or from blackboard or song-roll. Begin your list by 
selecting one at least about the Bible, the Sabbath, sun- 
shine, light, growth, friendship and life of Jesus, God’s 
name, God’s love and care, several praise, prayer, and 
thanksgiving songs, besides those for miscellaneous days 
and exercises, marching, missionary, temperance, Christ- 
mas,.etc. Do not attempt to teach nor use all these at 
once. Choose one good, worthy song, and add others as 
you are able. 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA.—Will you kindly recommend 
some book of Old and New Testament stories suitable for four- 
and five-year-old children? Most stories of the sort—and we 
have tried many—are too abstract to hold the attention of such 
little folk, and you will greatly oblige me by giving any sug- 
gestions on this subject.—S. M. M. 

For little children, the Bible story well and simply told 
is more effective than when read. A careful mother chose 
‘*The Bible Alphabet ’’ and ‘“*The A B C of Bible Pic- 
tures ’’ (paper books, 20 cents each) as the best of many 
such for her boy of three years. Foster’s ‘* First Steps for 
Little Feet’’ (40 cents) is a book of short Bible stories with 
questions added. Booksellers report that Foster’s ‘* Story, 
of the Bible ’’ (75 cents) is more in demand than any other. 
Baldwin’s ‘‘ Old Stories from the East ’’ is considered ex- 
cellent by kindergartners, ‘* A Child’s Story of the Life 
of Christ ’’ ($1.25) is beautifully told and illustrated. The 
**Child’s Christ Tales,’’ by Andrea Hofer Proudfoot, is an- 
other good one, Moulton’s Bible Stories, in two volumes 
(40 cents each), are excellent. They are called New Tes- 
tament Stories and Old Testament Stories. There are no 
pictures, and the stories are in Bible language, altered only 
by omissions. Any of the above books may be ordered from 
the Times. Many others might be added for older children. 
It is difficult to choose for children under six years. Sim- 
plify the Bible language, and read from it. 
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of Bishop Clark 


(Died September 7, 1903, aged ninety-one years) 


By H. Clay Trumbull 


Y CHRISTIAN life began in Hartford, Con- 
necticut. There were noble men of God in 
the ministry there then as there have been 

since. Christ Church, the earliest and most promi- 
nent of the Episcopal churches in that city, had had 
rectors who became eminent bishops in other parts 
of the country. Bishop Chase of Illinois was one of 
them. He afterwards became Presiding Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States. 
The Rev. Thomas Church Brownell, who was rector 
of Christ Church, was a Bishop of Connecticut, and 
was so at the time of which I speak. When I first 
went to Hartford, the Rev. George Burgess was rector 
of Christ Church. He was soon made Bishop of Maine. 
Then a new rector for Christ Church was sought. 

The Rev. Dr. Thomas M. Clark of Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, who began his ministerial life as a 
Congregational pastor, was selected, and a number of 
prominent gentlemen were designated to go and see 
if he would like to come to Hartford. The standard 
for the pastorate in Hartford was high. Such men 
were then there as William C. Doane, afterwards 
Bishop Doane of Albany ; Joel Hawes, Walter Clarke, 
Horace Bushnell, William W. Patton, Elias R. Beadle, 
Robert Turnbull, J. N. Murdock, Daniel Curry, and 
Frederick J. Hinckley. An invitation to be their 
associate was certainly a high compliment to any man. 
Evidently Dr. Clark so deemed it. 

In the delegation visiting Dr. Clark from Christ 
Church there were active Christian workers, and there 
were also prominent citizens who were simply mem- 
bers of the parish. Among the latter was the dis- 
tinguished lawyer, Charles Chapman, afterwards in 
Congress. When the attractions of Christ Church as 
a Christian field had been presented by others of the 
committee, Mr. Chapman said in his dry way : 

‘«And now, Dr. Clark, may 1 speak a few words 
for the other interest ?’’ 

‘« Hew is that?'’ said Dr. Clark, somewhat sur- 
prised. ‘‘ Are there two interests or factions or par- 
ties in Christ Church ?”’ 

«Oh! it's the séwxing interest, the sinning inter- 
est, that I mean. I'm one of the outsiders,. you 
know. I belong to the crowd you'll have to work on 
for new members, But I want to say that we need 
such a man as you are to win us, and therefore we 
want you to come,”’ 

It was under such circumstances that Dr. Clark 
came to Christ Church, Hartford, and his coming 
there was a matter of interest to me as a young man. 
As I look back at those days in Hartford, and think 
of what has since occurred, I realize that it was 
long ago. 

After the death of Bishop Brownell, the Rev. Dr. 
John Williams, who was the President of Trinity Col- 
lege, Hartford, was chosen and consecrated Bishop 
of Connecticut. That was the first consecration of a 
bishop which I ever witnessed. He was then the 
youngest bishop in the United States, but I saw him 
become Presiding Bishop by seniority of consecration. 
After his death, Bishop Clark, in whose call to Hart- 
ford I was interested, sueceeded him as Presiding 
Bishop, and, after a long time in that position, he also 
has passed away. 

Thomas M. Clark, as rector of Christ Church, 
Hartford, took an active interest in young men, and 
I thus came to see much of him and to love him. A 
single incident as illustrative of this is in my memory 
with interest to-day. It was in the early days of 
the Young Men's Christian Association in this coun- 
try. There was no branch of that organization in 
Hartford. Among our Christian workers there was 
an active representative of the Universalist Church, 
who became prominent as a minister in that church. 
As Universalists and Unitarians were excluded from 
active membership in the Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation, we were inclined to attempt an organization 
that would include all Christian workers with ourselves. 

We organized a religious association for mutual 
help and for active effort for good to others, under 
the name of ‘‘The Moral and Social Union.’’ In 
this new body there were such young workers as 
Henry E. Robins, then a clerk in a book-publishing 
house, now a professor in Rochester (Baptist) Theo- 
logical Seminary ; William Woodruff Niles, then a 
stud2nt, now Bishop of New Hampshire ; Edward M. 
Gallaudet, then a bank clerk, now president of the 


National Deaf Mute College, Washington, District of 
Columbia; Edward Bolles, then an assistant in a 
frame-maker's shop, now a prominent Universalist 
pastor in New York City; George Buck, then an 
apothecary’s clerk, now an Episcopal rector, —a 
brother of Dr. Dudley Buck, the eminent composer ; 
I was then a clerk in a railroad office, with no thought 
of being in the Christian ministry, or of pursuing a 
literary life; and there were still other Christian 
workers. It is not for me to say that we acted wisely 
in deciding as to the name and bounds of our organi- 
zation ; but I do say unhesitatingly that we did well 
in planning for work for Christ and for souls, and that 
the results of our organization gave evidence of this. 

Our beginning of public work, and, indeed, the in- 
auguration of our organization, was our gathering in 
Christ Church to listen to a sermon preached to us by 
the Rev. Dr. Thomas M. Clark, the new rector. Call- 
ing on him to ask him to preach that sermon was the 
beginning of my acquaintance with him, which con- 
tinued pleasantly for more than half a century. Christ 
Church had a good congregation on the Sunday even- 
ing when that sermon was preached. The young 
men to whom it was addressed, and for whose new 
organization it was preached, had a fresh sense of re- 
sponsibility for Christ's work in Hartford and in the 
rest of the world. 

Dr. Clark's sermon was on the value of associated 
work for Christ and for souls. His text was. singularly 
felicitous,—from Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10: ‘‘ Two are 
better than one ; because they have a good reward for 
their labor. For if they fall, the one will lift up his 
fellow ; but woe to him that is alone when he falleth ; 
for he hath not another to help him up.’’ The ser- 
mon was published and distributed widely as we 
worked, Work for another soul has appealed to. me 
with fresh power and hope ever since hearing it, and 
this I said to Bishop Clark when, fifty years after that, 
he was last in Philadelphia as the presiding bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States. 
And now he has gone from among us, but the truth 
he declared still remains in all its potency ; and for 
that I thank God gratefully. 


PHILADELPHIA, 











The Marshal of the City of Refuge 
By Frederick Hall 


HEN he reached the fence, Toggles stopped 
before the sign that he and grandpa had 
nailed there the day they made the farm a City 

of Refuge for the birds. He read it through again ; 





TRESPASS IF YOU WANT TO 
BUT DON’T HARM THE BIRDS 











The summer was almost over ; it was what grandpa 
called Indian summer now, and Toggles had been 
thinking that he and the birds had had a very good 
time of it. Among those he liked most was the beau- 
tiful bird that grandpa called a golden robin, and 
mama a Baltimore oriole, and whose wonderful nest 
was swung like a tiny hammock from the branch of 
the big walnut-tree on the edge of the orchard. 

He was just thinking of him when he came into the 
woods, and saw, just a little way ahead, the man with 
the green tin box. The man had not seen Toggles, 
for he had his back turned. Toggles thought he 
might be a soldier or a sailor, he walked so straight ; 
but maybe he thought that only on account of the cap 
and the field-glasses. The man was going toward the 
orchard, and Toggles followed him, keeping out of 
sight, but watching closely ; for, being the Marshal of 
the City of Refuge, it was his business to see what a 
stranger was doing on his grandpa’s farm. 

The man was walking slowly. Once he stopped to 
pull some leaves and put them in the green tin box, 
and several times he whistled,—so like a bird that, 
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when the real birds answered him, Toggles could 
hardly tell the difference. Then he came out by the 
big walnut, laid the green tin box and the field- 
glasses down on the ground, and, throwing off his 
coat, began climbing the tree. 

Toggles had never seen a grown man climb a tree 
before, and he watched eagerly, very much surprised 
and interested, until he saw him swing to the limb 
from which hung the oriole’s nest, and take out his 
knife ; and then he suddenly wished he were lig 
enough to take hold of the tree and shake it until the 
man should come tumbling down like a ripe apple. 

He was so very angry that he never stopped to 
think of anything but the outrage to the oriole, and, 
when the man reached the ground with the nest in his 
hand, he walked straight up to him, his eyes blazing, 
and the words fairly tumbling over one another in 
their eagerness to get out and tell his indignation. 

‘*Don't you know it's wicked to steal nests?*’ he 
asked. ‘‘ That's the birds’ house, that they live in, 
just the way we live in our hovses. How'd you like 
it if you went home some night and found a big giant 
had carried off your house ?”’ 

The man seemed very much surprised, but he laid 
down the nest, and then sat down on the grass. 

‘¢ Whose little boy are you?’’ he asked. 

The voice was kind, and Toggles answered the 
man’s question, although he was very angry still. 

‘«My name is Toggles,’’ he said, ‘‘and | am living 
with mama, here on grandpa’s farm, and my grandpa 
does not like people to steal nests on his land. 
Didn't you read the sign ?”’ 

‘«Yes,’’ answered the man; ‘‘and I thought it 
was a very good sign. Do you help your grandpa 
take care of the birds ?”’ 

‘‘I’m marshal,’ said Toggles ; ‘‘ that’s what I've 
got my star for, because I’m the Marshal of the City 
of Refuge for the birds, If you saw the sign, why 
didn’t you mind ?”’ 

‘«Is it always wrong to take birds’-nests?’’ asked 
the man. 

He spoke so gently, and looked like such a nice, 
good man, that Toggles could hardly believe he 
had really done the wicked thing that he had seen, 
only—there lay the branch cut off, with the nest 
hanging from it. 

‘Yes, sir,’ he answered promptly ; ‘‘ it always.is, 
—that is, unless, of course, they’ re last year’s nests."’ 

The man took the branch from the ground. 

‘« This is a last year’s nest,’’ he said. 

Toggles looked him squarely in the eye. 

‘*] don’t know what your name is,’’ he said, ** but 
it’s a very wicked thing to tell lies. I saw the oriole 
last Sunday.’’ 

Something very like a smile crossed the man’s face, 
but when he answered, it was grave enough. 

‘«And so did I,’’ he said; ‘‘and Monday. Have 
you seen him since then ?”’ 

Toggles thought a moment. 

‘«No,’’ he said. 

‘*And neither have I. He started south Tuesday 
night, and he won't be back until next May. He'll 
never use this nest again. And I wouldn’t mind a 
big giant's taking away my house, if I were all 
through with it, and had gone to live in another 
country,—would you ?’’ 

Toggles thought again. 

‘‘ No,’’ he answered. ‘' Where's he gone to ?”’ 

‘*To Central America,’’ replied the man. ‘‘ He 
goes there every winter. Bat he'll come back in 
May, and make a new nest. Now, the kingfisher 
down by the swamp,’’— 

‘«T know him !”’ broke in Toggles. 

‘*He comes in March, and so do the mourning- 
doves, but the robins,’’— 

‘« They come first,’’ said Toggles. 

‘*Not this year. The blackbirds were ahead of 
them this time. But, by the way, have you seen,’’— 

And that was the beginning of a talk that lasted 
until they heard the dinner-bell ringing from the other 
side of the orchard. 

‘« Grandpa,’’ exclaimed Toggles, as he ran panting 
up the front steps, ‘‘ I’ve been talking with a man 
that knows more about birds,—oh! more than any- 
body ; and to-morrow he is going to take me over to 
Mr. Smith's farm to show me where some owls live, 
and I want to know who he is.’’ 

‘*Did he carry a green tin box ?’’ asked grandpa, 
‘«and wear a cap ?"’ 

'« Yes,’’ exclaimed Toggles ; ‘‘ that’s the man.”’ 

‘¢] think,’ said grandpa, ‘‘ that it must have been 
the rector of the Episcopal Church in the village. 
He is a great friend of the birds, and I am very glad 
that you have gotten acquainted with him.”’ 

DunpeE, ILL. 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 4 


A Rabbit Chase that Caught a Boy 


A “ Point of Contact’’ in Teaching 
By Mrs. J. Arthur Johnson 


HE Rev. B. W. Spilman of Nashville, Tennes- 
see, was once teaching a class of boys a Sunday- 
school lesson, the subject of which was Saul's 

chase after David over the hills of Judea. The stu- 
pidity and listlessness of one boy named Louis had long 
perplexed his teacher, and now, as usual, Louis gazed 
vacantly out of the window. A thought came sud- 
denly to Mr. Spilman. 

‘‘Louis,"’ he inquired, ‘‘did you ever chase a 
rabbit ?’’ 

The boy looked up with sparkling eyes, and was 
immediately all attention. 

«« Yes’ r, —I chased er rabbit las’ week !'’ 

‘* Did you catch the rabbit, Louis ?"’ 

«© N’, sir, I didn’ ketch 'im.”’ 

‘Why, what was the matter ? Couldn't you catch 
such a little thing as a rabbit ?"’ 

‘«] ‘d’no, sir, wat wuz de matter, 'ceptin’ it dus 
outrun ole Ring 'n me."’ 

«« Well, where did you jump him, Louis ?"’ ‘ 

Almost without pause, and with great eagerness, 
the little fellow told the following story : 

««Y’ know w'ere Aunt Mandy lives,—don’ y’, sir? 
Well, I wuz down to Aunt Mandy's house, an’ me an’ 
ole Ring started arter de cows, an’ we wuz goin’ down 
to de cow pastur’ by de riber, an’ we went troo de lot 
an’ out by de gin-house an’ ‘cross de clover fiel’, an’ 
den we went by de cotton patch, an’ me'n ole Ring, 
y' know, we wuz goin’ fur de cows, an’ we gut o’er 
de fence down dere, an’ dere wuz a great big ole 
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brush-pile, an’, y’ know, ole Ring he's allus stickin’ 
he's nose inter sumthin’ ; an’ so, w'en me'n ole Ring 
jump troo de fence, ole Ring stuck he’s nose in de 
brush-pile, an’ w'en he go dis way, out jump de rab- 
bit on de oder side, an’ away he tuk dus as hard as 
he cud run; an’—an’ ole Ring he start to go right 
troo de brush-pile, an’ he gut caught, an’ afore I cud 
get 'im loose, de rabbit he wuz down dere by de riber 
dus a-goin’! Y’ know w’ere de gulleys are down dere 
by de riber, w'ere de railroad crosses? Well, de 
rabbit gut in a gulley, an’ he tuk up de gulley hard 
as he cud go, an’ about time he gut halfway up de 
gulley, he jump out de gulley, an’ tuk out o’er dere 
t'wards Uncle Billie's house,—y'’ know w'ere Uncle 
Billie lives ? Well, ole Ring he gotten out de gulley, 
an’ so he tuk away up to w’ere de gulley commences, 
an’ he smelt aroun’ up dere, an’ dere ain’t no rabbit 
up dere ; an’ ole Ring, he tuk back down to w’ere de 
gulley stops, an’ he sees de rabbit is down in dis 
gulley, an’ den he start up de gulley agin, an’ whiles 
he was a-runnin’ up an’ down dat gulley, de rabbit 
he gut away, an’ we ain’t neber ketch de rabbit !"’ 

The teacher saw his opportunity, and, almost 
before the boy had time to catch his breath, said : 

‘Well, do you know, Louis, one time long ago, 
down here in this country,’’—pointing to the map of 
Judea,—‘‘ there was a man who got away from an- 
other man just that way.’’ 

“ee 

The story of David and Saul, and the chase among 
the caves and hills of Judea, was repeated, and Louis 
listened. He was then asked to tell the story, which 
he did with almost as much enthusiasm as when he 
told the story of ‘‘ ole Ring an’ de rabbit."’ 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Practicable Reforms in the Sunday- 
School__.sy Charles M. Sheldon, D.D., Author of “In His Steps,”’ etc. 


FTER all the reforms that 
A might be made in the Sun- 
day-school, we come back, 
first and last, to the one great 
prime object of the school, and 
that is the use of the Bible. There are some reasons 
why it might help the entire cause of the Sunday- 
school if it were renamed and called the Bible school. 
That is what in reality it ought to be, for it is over and 
above all things else the place for the sincere, earnest, 
intelligent, spiritual study of the Bible. The time for 
this should be jealously guarded. I know some Sun- 
day-schools where half an hour is consumed in what 
are called preliminary exercises,—twenty minutes for 
the presentation of the lesson, another ten or fifteen 
minutes for closing exercises. This is in schools 
where some special phase of the service, like music or 
recitations or a fifteen-minute talk by the superin- 
tendent, is a part of the hour. 


Give Our Text Book the Right of Way ! 


Whatever other exercises may belong to the proper 
opening and closing of the school, by far the largest 
part of the time should be given to the unfolding of 
the truth in the lesson. On this account, I firmly 
believe in graded lesson-helps, but only so far as they 
take one into the Bible rather than lead one out of it. 
The helps should be used outside of the Sunday- 
school room by teacher and scholar. ‘There has 
grown up in the last ten years in our seminaries a 
group of ministers who have been trained in almost 
everything connected with pulpit work except a solid 
knowledge of the English Bible. Studies along the 
line of higher criticism and theological discussion 
have too often taken from the actual study of the 
Book itself. I think I simply voice the expression of 
thousands of Sunday-school workers over the country 
when I say the great aim of the Sunday-school, as a 
whole, is to ground the boys and girls in our churches 
in a knowledge of what is contained in the Bible itself. 


articles by the 
pastor, author, 


A Plea for Intelligent Memorizing 


On this account, one of the reforms which lies 
within the power of the preacher and the superinten- 
dent to bring about is a revival of the old habit of 
memorizing verses of Scripture,—not a haphazard 
collection thrown into the mind in any kind of a way, 
but a regular, systematic, and purposeful memorizing 
of texts which have some connection. I think it 
ought to be a part of the work of every teacher every 


Concluding the series of three 





Sunday to train the class to mem- 
orize a certain definite portion of 
the Bible in some regular course of 
study. An examination of our Sun- 
day-schools generally would, I 
think, prove beyond question the fact that our Sun- 
day-school scholars do not know the Bible so as to 
repeat its language. They are wofully ignorant of the 
contents of the truth in its actual printed form. They 
do not know where the verses are, to say nothing of the 
books from which the verses are taken. And so this 
reform, I say, is within the reach of any Sunday- 
school anywhere. Even those schools that are poorly 
equipped in the matter of teaching material, where 
the superintendent is handicapped by incompetent 
teaching force,—even they can be directed to train 
the classes in Bible memorizing. 

I do not attach any great value to the parrot- 
like repetition of Bible verses, but a very simple plan 
of attaching the memorizing of the verse to a sim- 
ple thought connected with it is within the reach of 
any Christian disciple. Before our Sunday-schools 
are doing the work they were intended to do, there 
must be a revival in all our churches of Bible in- 
terest, —not in things about the Bible, but in the text 
itself. 

Who Is Most Responsible ? 

Practically all these suggestions depend for their 
carrying out, in practical working, upon the pastor. 
He is the head of the church of which the Sunday- 
school is a part, and ought never to let go his author- 
ity over the whole. There are Sunday-schools where 
the superintendent resents as an unwarranted intru- 
sion any interference, as he calls it, from the minister. 
The head of some department in a great factory might 
as well resent the right of the proprietor of the entire 
establishment to give him general orders. The Sun- 
day-school is no less a part of the minister's province 
than any other part of the church, and it depends 
upon him almost entirely whether his own Sunday- 
school is what it ought to be or what it might be. 
There ought to be in every well-regulated church a 
cabinet-meeting at least every two months, in which 
every prominent worker in the church comes together 
in a meeting for mutual consultation. The pastor, 
the Sunday-school superintendents of the afferent 
departments, the church officers, including deacons 
and trustees, together with whatever parents feel spe- 
cially interested, should hold a gathering for the 
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purpose of discussing these matters. Most churches 
have enough meetings for religious service, but I 
think it is safe to say that very many churches do not 
have enough meetings for the discussion of plans for 
work, or for the purpose of getting ideas and sug- 
gestions to put into practical operation. 

These cabinet-meetings would serve the purpose of 
a clearing-house for ideas. Anything that was going 
in the wrong direction in the governance of the Sun- 
day-school could be frankly discussed. The matter 
of insufficient teaching force, the questions that always 
center about the management and conduct of the dif- 
ferent classes, the suitability of a man or woman 
teacher for a class of boys of a certain age, the use of 
missionary and other material for adding to the rich- 
ness of the teaching, the establishment of normal 
training classes, the feasibility of having a salaried 
superintendent, etc.,—all these matters could be, and 
should be, freely and frankly discussed at these cabi- 
net-meetings of the church; and the pastor should 
be, in his capacity as a leader, the chairman of this 
meeting and the directing spirit of it. I think. it is 
altogether a mistaken idea and a tremendous loss of 
opportunity when the pastor of any church regards 
his Sunday-school as a department to be thrown off 
upon the care of other members of his church, and 
lets go the general management of it. It is his most 
fruitful field for the training of future church-mem bers. 
He has a wonderful opportunity to meet with the 
entire school at certain periods of the year, to draw 
the net, and receive the children into the church. 


Let the Ministry Magnify its Relation 


I believe there should be a revival of the old cate- 
chetical method, whereby the pastor should meet the 
school in some large general gathering three or four 
times a year, for direct question and answer, covering 
the general scope of the church and the Bible and 
Christian teaching. I say this, recognizing the fact 
that the minister, with his parish work and his pulpit 
work, has already a full program ; but in my opinion 
many things that the minister now does, considering 
them necessary to the pastoral service, could be 
dropped, in order that more time and strength should 
be given to this other and more important work. By 
all means let the ministry magnify its relation to the 
Sunday-school. If any one has to be neglected in the 
parish, let it be some of the older people, rather than 
the little ones. 

Some of these reforms that I have merely suggested 
have already been carried out and are facts in Sun- 
day-schools, and may be considered a repetition of 
old, well-worn truths ; but I am going upon the pre- 
sumption that the majority of Sunday-schools in this 
country are in need of just such uplifting as I have 
attempted to outline. That these things lie within 
the reach of practically every Sunday-school in the 
land I most firmly believe, and hope to live to see 
that which is the hope of the future church strength- 
ened at every point, and brought to its fullest and 
most useful service, so that what we already rejoice in 
as the greatest factor next to the home in the shaping of 
Christian character may have within it all these forces 
at work, which shall give us in the near future a 
Christian manhood and womanhood well equipped 
and ‘‘furnished for every good work,'’ filling our 
churches and communities with ‘‘ workmen that need 
not to be ashamed,"’ ‘rightly dividing the word of 
truth.”’ 

TorEKA, KANSAS. 
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In the Interpreter’s House 
By the Rev. Herbert W. Horwill, M. A. 


** Behold, I tell you a mystery.’’—1 Corinthians 15 : 51. 


HIS passage is often misinterpreted, as though it 
meant, ‘I am announcing a fact which it is im- 
possible to explain."’ Its real signification is, 

‘‘] am making clear to you something which you 
would not otherwise understand.’’ It is safe to say 
that in almost every New Testament passage in which 
the word ‘‘mystery’’ occurs it means ‘‘ something 
which has been hidden from some, but revealed to 
others.'’ We must beware of reading into it our 
modern sense of ‘‘something incomprehensible.’ 
The word was borrowed from Greek secret societies, 
in which certain traditions, though kept from the ac- 
quaintance of outsiders, were made known within a 
privileged circle. Paul frequently applies the term to 
the teaching of the way of salvation through Christ, 
which was hidden from the ancients, but had now 
been revealed. Compare Romans 16: 25 ; 1 Corin- 
thians 2: 7; Ephesians 1 : 9; Colossians 1 : 26, 
New York City. 
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Lesson I. 
2 Sam. 6: 1-12, (Stdv.vs: 39. 


13, 15, 16, also 2 Sam, © 


Read 1 Chron. chaps., 


: 17-25. ) 


October 4. David Brings up the Ark 


Memory verses, II, 12. 








Golden Text: Blessed are they that dwell in thy house.—Psa. 84: 4. 


COMMON VERSION 


1 Again, David gathered together all the 
chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand, 

2 And David arose, and went with all the 
people that were with him from Baale of Ju- 
dah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, 
whose name is called by the name of the 
LORD of hosts that dwelleth defween the 
cherubim. 

3 And they set the ark of God upon a new 

cart, and brought it out of the house of Abina- 
dab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and 
Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new 
cart. 
4 And they brought it out of the house of 
Abinadab which was at Gibeah, accompany- 
ing the ark of God: and Ahio went before the 
ark. 

5 And David and all the house of Israel 
played before the LORD on all manner of in- 
struments made of fir wood, even on harps, 
and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on 
cornets, and on cymbats. 

6 4 And when they came to Nachon's 
threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth Ais hand to 
the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the 
oxen shook 77. 

7 And the anger of the IL.ORD was kindled 
against Uzzah, and God smote him-there for 
Ais error ; and there he died by the ark of God. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


1 And David again gathered together all 
the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 
2 And David and went with all the 
people that were with him, from Baale-judah, 
to bring up from thence the ark of God, 
1 which is called by the Name, even the name 
of Jehovah of hosts that ?sitteth above the 
cherubim. 3 And they set the ark of God 
upon a new cart, and brought it out of the 
house of Abinadab that was in the hill: and 
Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove 
the new cart. 4 And they brought it out of 
the house of Abinadab, which was in 3 the hill, 
with the ark of God: and Ahio went before 
the ark. 5 And David and all the house of 
Israel played before Jehovah with all manner 
of instruments made of * fir-wood, and with 
harps, and with psalteries, and with timbrels, 
and with 5 castanets, and with cymbals. 

6 And when they came to the threshing- 
floor of Nacon, Uzzah put forth Ais hand to 
the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the 
oxen ®stumbled. 7 And the anger of Jeho- 
vah was kindled against Uzzah; and God 
smote him there for his 7 error; and there he 


arose, 


COMMON VERSION 

8 And David was displeased, because the 
LORD had made a breach upon Uzzah: and 
he called the name of the place Perez-uzzah 
to this day. 

9 And David was afraid of the LORD that 
day, and said, How shall the ark of the LorD 
come to me? 

10 So David would not remove the ark of 
the LORD unto him into the city of David: 
but David carried it aside into the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite. 

11 And the ark of thé LORD continued in 
the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three 
months: and the LORD blessed Obed-edom, 
and all his household. 

12 4 And it was told king David, saying, 
The LORD hath blessed the house of Obed- 
edom, ard all that pertaineth unto him, be- 
cause of the ark of God. So David went and 
brought up the ark of God from the house of 
Obed-edom into the city of David with glad- 
ness. 


1 Heb. whereupon is called the Name. 
6 Or, were restive Or, threw it down 
PRONUNCIATIONS 


2 Or, is enthroned 4*Or, Gibeah 
7 Or, rashness 


: Baale, Ba’a-lé; Abinadab, A-bin’a-dab 


AMERICAN 


died by the ark of God. 8 And David was 
displeased, because Jehovah had broken forth 
upon Uzzah ; 


REVISION 


and he called that place ® Perez- 
uzzah, unto this day. 9g And David was afraid 
of Jehovah that day ; and he said, How shall 
10 So 
David would not remove the ark of Jehovah 
unto him into the city of David; but David 
carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite. 11 And the ark of Jehovah re- 
mained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite 
three months: and Jehovah blessed Obed- 
edom, and all his house. 

12 And it was told king David, saying, Je- 
hovah hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, 
and all that pertaineth unto him, because of 
the ark of God. And David went and brought 
up the ark of God from the house of Obed- 
edom into the city of David with joy. 


the ark of Jehovah come unto me? 


4Or, cypress © Or, sistra 
8 That is, 7he breach of Uzzah. 
; Gibeah, Gib’e-ah; Ahio, A-hi-O; Na- 


chon, Na’kon: Perez-uzzah, Pé’rez-iiz’zah; Obed-edom, O’bed-é’dom. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 





Surroundings and Critical Notes 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME.—These chapters are out of chronological 
order. The events of chapters 6, 7, and 9 oc- 
curred after those of chapters 10-12, and chap- 

ter 8 is a summary, covering the same time ‘with the 
others. The bringing up of the ark occurred after 
David's conquests, when his dominion extended from 
Shihor to Hamath (1 Chron. 13 : 5), more than twenty 
years after he became king in Hebron. Perhaps 
1042 B.C., or, by the usual Assyrian reckoning, 
gg1 B.C. 

PLace.—The region north and northwest of Jeru- 
salem. 

PARALLEL PassaGe. —1 Chronicles, chapters 13, 
15, 16. 

INTERVENING EveNnts.—They were many and splen- 
did. David was made king of all Israel, captured 
Jerusalem, made it his capital, defeated the Philis- 
tines when they interfered (2 Sam. 5). In campaign 
after campaign he conquered Philistia and the re- 
gions to the east and north (2 Sam. 8; 21: 15-22 ; 
10: 1 to 12: 31, and parallel passages). Meanwhile 
he adorned Jerusalem, lived in luxury there, ceased 
to expose himself in battle (5 : 9-16; 21:17). Great 
in worldly things, he deteriorated spiritually till he 
reached the depths in the affair of Uriah. It was 
after his repentance that the events of the lesson 
occurred, 

% 

Verse 1.—The participants.— David again gath- 
ered: Some previous gathering is implied, no one 
knows what.—A// the chosen men: Civilians and 
ecclesiastics as well as military men.—7zirly thou- 
sand: The affair is on a large scale. This corrobo- 
rates the testimony of Chronicles that the incident 
occurred after David's kingdom had become large. 

Verse 2.—General account.—/rom Baale-judah: 
Another name for Kiriath-jearim. This writer be- 
gins his account at the time when they are leaving 
Kiriath-jearim.— Which is called by a Name; Not 
‘*the Name.” The revised versions are more intelli- 
gible than the old version. Compare the marginal 
renderings.— 7he sitter of the cherubim: This is 
mechanically literal.—‘t Dwelleth between the cheru- 
bims’’ (Old Ver.). ‘‘Sitteth upon the cherubim ” 
(Rev. Ver.) ‘‘Sitteth above the cherubim,” ‘is 
enthroned above” (Am. Rev. and marg.). There is 
no preposition inthe Hebrew. Like every true theist, 
the Israelite thought of Deity as omnipresent, but as 
able to manifest himself locally. He was forbidden 
to make an image of Deity, and he had the ark in- 
stead as a symbol. It contained the two tables of 
the Ten Commandments, representing what Deity 
requires of man. The cherubim were the wrought 
work upon its cover. There the blood of atonement 
was placed, the emblem of the willingness of Deity 
to forgive. The name of Deity, representative of 
Deity himself, was thought of as especially abiding 
where these emblems of duty and of forgiveness 
were. 

Verses 3-5.—Details.— Upon a new cart: This was 
illegal. The ark should have been carried by rods 
upon men’s shoulders (6: 13; 1 Chron. 15: 2-18; 
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Num. 4: 5-6, 15, etc.). The Bible represents that 
David, from the time of the death of Samuel to that 
of his own great sin and repentance, was mainly 
faithful in his secular public duties, but not so in his 
morals and his religious obligations. . In his boyhood 
Israel had been a nearly denationalized nation, with 
many of its national observances in abeyance. David 
was now reinstating these observances. But his in- 
terest in this was recent, and he had not taken suf- 
ficient pains to learn what Jehovah required (comp, 
2 Sam. 8: 180).—7Zhe, Ai//: . Margin, ?‘“Gibeah.” 
Either rendering is possible. “The most natural im- 
plication of the words is that the household of Abin- 
adab, though they were citizens Of Kiriath-jearim, 
resided in Gibeah with the ark.—P/ayed: Made 
merriment, acted in a jocund manner.—/V7th all 
manner of instruments: Not ‘‘on,” as in the Old 
Version. 

Verses 6-8.—The proceedings interrupted by a 
public calamity.—Whether the oxen ‘‘ stumbled,” or 
‘*were restive,” or ‘‘ threw it down,” or ‘‘ shook it,” 
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and whether Uzzah died by miracle, or lightning, 
or apoplexy, or accident,—in any case, the signifi- 
cant thing is, not his sin and punishment, but the 
rebuke to David and Israel. Jehovah regards mat- 
ters of ceremonial as relatively unimportant, but not 
when the neglect of ceremonial amounts to wilful or 
careless disobedience. 

Verses 9-12.—David learned the lesson thus se- 
verely taught him.—Devid was afraid; The ark 
could be fatal now, as it had been to the Philistines 
and the men of -Beth-Shemesh (1 Sam. 5; 6: 19).— 
Jehovah blessed Obed-edom ; The ark is terrible only 
to the disobedient.—Brought up the ark from the 
house of Obed-edom; This time with a correct ritual, 
and successfully. 


AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
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The desire to do right does not excuse disregard 
of the right method. 
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The Presence Which Brings Death or Blessing 


By Alexander 


O CLEARER proof of the chaotic state of reli- 
gion in Israel during the times of Samuel and 
Saul could be gi-en than the fact that for 
many years the ark was left unheeded in the wooded 
solitude of Kiriath-jearim (‘‘ the city of the woods”). 
As the symbol of Jehovah's presence, and something 
more than a symbol, it was the center point of the 
national worship, and, we might say, of the national 
existence; and yet there it lay in ‘‘the house of 
Abinadab that was on the hill,” forgotten and un- 
cared for. Such a state of things could only have 
existed if the God who set his name in the ark was 
likewise all but forgotten and uncared for. 

David was no sooner seated firmly on his throne 
than he resolved to bring the ark to Jerusalem, his 
new capital. As Psalm 132 tells us, he ‘found it in 
the field of the wood,” hidden away and neglected in 
the leafy solitude. The lesson names the place 
Baale-judah, which is identified with Kiriath-jearim 
in Joshua 15 : gand1 Chronicles 13:6. Whentheark 
is first mentioned in verse 2, the reverential awe 
which it should inspire is indicated by the descrip- 
tion of it, ‘‘whereupon is called the Name, even 
the name of Jehovah of hosts that sitteth above the 
cherubim.” Note the solemn repetition of ‘‘ the 
Name,” and the equally solemn fulness of the desig- 
nation which, in its three elements, sets forth God’s 
self-subsistent eternal being, his supreme dominion 
over all the ordered forces of the universe, and his 
special presence in Israel. His name is said to be 
named upon the ark, inasmuch as there he reveals 
himself; for his name is his self-revelation,—‘* that 
side of the divine nature which is turned to man.” 
Perhaps we may see in this careful explanation of 
the sacred significance of the ark a hint that Israel 
needed, as it were, to be re-introduced to it after the 
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long years of oblivion. The ‘ new cart” is like that 
on which the Philistines, in their terror, had packed 
the ark. They had wished to propitiate their ene- 
mies’ God and to honor him. David wished the 
same, but from what different motives! It was but 
a rustic kind of conveyance, but it expressed some 
realization of the ark’s sanctity, though there were no 
Levites to bear it. Probably there had not yet been 
time to reorganize the priesthood, after the long 
years of chaos. 

In Numbers 4, the law as to the removal of the 
ark is laid down. It is to be first covered by the 
priests, and then taken up and carried by the ‘‘ sons 
of Kohath,” who are forbidden to touch it “lest they 
die.” These provisions were obviously violated, but 
it is by no means a necessary inference from the 
story that David was ignorant of them. Rather, we 
should draw the conclusion that, even in those days 
when worship was so much more closely knit to cere- 
monial than in Christian times, God acted on the 
principle: ‘‘If there be first a willing mind, it is ac- 
cepted according to that a man hath, and not accord- 
ing to that he hath not.” The ark and the God of 
the ark did not disdain the rude wagon, because it 
was the best that true worshipers could then do. 
The divine tolerance of inevitable ceremonial irregu- 
larities is here all the more remarkable because of 
the immediately succeeding fate of Uzzah. So the 
humble procession started from Abinadab’s house, 
the slow oxen ‘pacing, the cart creaking, and David 
consecrating his love of song and music by “ playing 
before Jehovah.” The orchestra was probably as 
rustic and rude as the procession. ‘Instruments 
made of fir-wood ” sounds strange, and probably the 
text should be emended from the account in 1 Chroni- 
cles, which reads, ‘‘ with all their might, even with 
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songs.” The instruments specified are two stringed, 
and three of percussion. ‘‘Castanets” should be 
‘‘sistra,” which were much used in religious cere- 
monies, and consisted of rings hung on iron or other 
metal rods, which made a harsh noise when shaken. 
Like Eastern music in general, it would have struck 
our ears as being ‘‘a joyful noise,” rather than a 
concord of sweet sounds. But it meant gladness and 
praise, and that was the main thing. 

Into the midst of this tumult of rejoicing came the 
lightning of the flash that killed Uzzah and hushed 
all the songs. He put out his hand to steady the 
ark when the oxen stumbled, and—he fell dead. The 
punishment startles us, as it startled David, and we 
feel it hard to accept it as the act of the loving 
Father. But there are considerations which lighten, 
if they do not wholly remove, the difficulty, In the 
first place, it should be remembered that many hands 
must have touched the ark that day in the process of 
lifting it on to the cart; that none of these helpers 
were smitten, and that therefore it was not the fact 
of touching, but the spirit in which he touched, that 
made Uzzah guilty. We shall probably be right if 
we ascribe to him rash irreverence, entire ignoring 
of the sanctity of the ark, a regarding of it as ‘‘ an 
unholy [that is, a common] thing.” He had no con- 
sciousness of the divine presence in it. It had been 
a piece of furniture in Abinadab’s house as long as 
he could remember, and though, no doubt, it had 
been guarded and set apart there from common uses, 
he had become used to its presence, and familiarity 
had worn off his awe. The same cause produces 
like effects in many of us in regard to holier things 
than an ark of shittim wood. And an irreverent 
hand thrust in among such sanctities, even witha 
design to help them, is sin. Nor must we forget that 
this incident stands at the beginning of a new epoch in 
the development of religion in Israel, and that, just as 
Ananias and Sapphira perished at the beginning of 
the church’s history, so Uzzah lay dead beside the 
ark, a lesson and a warning for a new age. 

David's action shows that the lesson went home, 
and may also suggest that it was needed. It led him 
to ask himself whether he was fit to live beside the 
ark,—a question which we all need to put to ourselves 
more often and searchingly than we do. Such self- 
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questioning shows a truer appreciation of the mean- 
ing of fellowship with God than the songs and music 
which Uzzah’s death had hushed into awe-struck 
silence, or turned into shrill laments. 

But there was only one flash, and then the sky cleared 
again. ‘The God who had burned the sanctity of his 
ark into David's mind next disclosed the blessings of 
his presence. QObed-edom was no Israelite, but one 
of several aliens who had joined David in his early 
days, and remained in his service. Such were Uriah 
the Hittite, Ittai the Gittite, and others. It was per- 
haps just because he was a man of Gath that the ark 
was put in his charge, on the calculation either that, 
if harm was to come, it was better to come to a for- 
eigner than to a Hebrew, or that, being a foreigner, 
he was less immediately connected with the God of 
Israel, and therefore less likely to be smitten for any 
fault. But sunshine, not lightning, came from the 
presence of the ark in the Philistine’s home. The 
other side of the divine nature was now revealed in 
action, and along with it the truth, which was des- 
tined to be more clearly apprehended long ages 
afterwards, that Jehovah is the God of all flesh, and 
that ‘‘in every nation he that... worketh righteous- 
ness is acceptable to him.” The sacred presence that 
brightened this Philistine’s home will turn any house, 
where it is enshrined in the hearts of the inmates, 
into a house of God and gate of heaven. If Chris- 
tian people would more earnestly strive to have ‘‘a 
church in the house,” they would know, more than 
many of them do, that the ancient story of how the 
Lord blessed the house of Obed-edom is more than 
repeated where the ancient resolve is carried out: 
‘‘As for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.” 

Uzzah and Obed-edom represent the twofold aspect 
of the divine presence to men. There is a solemn 
‘‘either—or.” It is a savor of life unto life, or of 
death unto death. God is for us all either the flash 
that slays or the sunshine that quickens and glad- 
dens. nd we can settle which of the two he is 
to us. 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
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God in the home will yet mean the home in God. 
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How to Illustrate the Lesson 
By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


Expecting to Meet God 


LESSED are they that dwell in thy house 
(Golden Text). A traveler, riding on horse- 
back over a Kentucky road, 

man painfully making his way 
snow to the church four miles 
uncle !"’ exclaimed the gentleman. 
stay home? You shouldn’t travel so far on a day 
like this.” ‘‘ You see, massa,” was the reply, ‘‘I 
dunno when de blessing gwine to come; an’ s’pose it 
‘ud come this very mornin’, an’ I away!’’ One who 
goes to church expecting a blessing, as did that old 
man, finds the house of God a blessed place. 


How Job Helped the Chinaman 


Blessed are they that dwell in thy house (Golden 
Text). Leu Yen is a Chinese boy who was converted 
to Christ in San Francisco. He was naturally very 
quick-tempered. His mistress saw a great change in 
him after his conversion. One day, noticing the 
contented look on his face, she inquired, ‘‘ How are 
you getting along, Yen?” ‘The answer came readily 
and quick, ‘‘ All right. Job helped me very much 
yesterday.” ‘Job helped you! How was that?” 
She forgot for the moment that the Sunday-school 
lessons at that time were in the Book of Job. ‘‘ Yes, 
Job helped me!” giving emphasis to his words. 
‘* Yesterday, I have big wash, very heavy quilt, too, 
and I work hard, hang some clothes on the line, fix 
‘em big quilt on the line, put stick under the line, 
hold him up; then wash more clothes, go out, find 
stick blow down, big quilt all dirt, go this way back 
again. ‘Then I feel so mad,—feel like I swear; then 
I think of Job, how he lose his money, his children, 
all his land; get sick, have sores all over him. He 
never swear; he praise God. Then I praise God, 
bring quilt in house, wash him clean, and praise God 
all the time.” Leu Yen had found the secret of the 
blessedness of God’s house. Though he could not 
be in church all the time, his spirit dwelt 1n the house 
of the Lord, and drew food for every emergency of 
the week. 


met an old colored 
through the deep 
distant. ‘' Why, 

‘* Why don’t you 


Settling Beacons 


So David would not reriove the ark of Jehovah 
unto him into the city of David (vy. 10). In the far 
East, a ship hailing from a German port drove 
ashore on the sands of Java. When the master of 
the ship was called to an account for the disaster, he 
gave as an excuse that the beacon on shore had set- 
tled several feet in the sand, so that it did not regis- 


ter the height from the sea which was ascribed to it 
in the hydrographic books. Mistaking the elevation 
of the light, the skipper substituted its indications 
for those of another light, and went ashore. The 
beacon, not the skipper, was at fault. David was 
like a lighthouse to his people, and he lowered the 
beacon and took the risk of doing them much harm 
when he refused to take the ark of God home to the 
capital city. He acted in a way unworthy of him. 
Jesus says that Christians to-day are set up as bea 
cons in the world, and we are expected to shine for 
God. But if the beacon settles through our clinging 
to worldly things, we are responsible for leading them 
astray. 

Lack of Trust 


David was afraid of Jehovah that day (v. 9). A 
certain man was worrying about the future life, be- 
cause he did not trust God’s promises. He and a 
friend were walking along a double-track railway, 
and heard a trainin the distance. The friend wanted 
to get off the track, but the man who could not trust 
God said, ‘‘ No, stay where you are, that train is 
coming towards us, and 1s on the other track. The 
company has an invariable rule.” ‘I see,” said his 
friend; ‘‘ you trust the railway company more than 
you trust God. 


Seizing Wayside Blessings 

And the ark of Jehovah remained in the house o 
Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and Jehovah 
blessed Obed-edom, and all his house (v. 11). A gen- 
tleman was traveling by train one day in Scotland a 
few months since, when three young lads came into 
the railway carnage with him. He felt moved to 
speak to them about religion. Pulling outa religious 
paper containing a photograph of Mr. Alexander, the 
gospel-singer, he said to the young fellows, as he 
showed them the picture, ‘‘Do you know who that 
is?” ‘*That’s the singer that’s with Dr. Torrey,” 
said one of the boys, adding, ‘‘ My mother was con- 
verted at one of their meetings.” This opened the 
door for spiritual conversation, and the result was 
that before the journey’s end was reached, ali three 
of the boys earnestly sought and found the forgive- 
ness of their sins. They knelt in the railway car- 
riage as the train sped on over the track, and Jesus 
blessed them there. On the following night, at the 
evangelistic meeting in Glasgow, the traveler who 
had led the boys to the Saviour the day before saw 
one of them in the meeting, and pointing him out to 
a worker, said, ‘‘I wish you would speak to that lad, 
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and hear what he says.” To his great delight, the 
boy brightly and without any hesitation told that he 
had trusted Jesus the day before, and had the happy 
assurance of his salvation. Obed-edom had his op- 
portunity and embraced it, and it meant salvation to 
his house. Are we giving the ark of God welcome to 
our homes ? 
New York City. 
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The spirit of worship marks the man of worth. 


riental Lesson-Lights 
==---. By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie — 
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. ND Davip Arosk, aND WENT WITH ALL THE 
PEOPLE THAT WERE WITH HIM, FROM BAALE- 
JUDAH.” —Assuming that the student is aware 

that ‘‘ Baale "is the same word, both the spelling and 

meaning, as in Joshua 15: 9-11, 29; 1 Kings 9: 18 

(the word is the name of different places, but it 

means the female Baal, the goddess or ‘‘ the lady’), 

I may remark that in the autumn of 1902 I visited 

three baalaths in one day. To be sure, these are 

Christian shrines dedicated to the same lady named 

Mar Theekla; and on September 24 vast crowds 

assemble at each of the three shrines for singing, 

trading, drinking, and worship. Other baalaths or 
female saints, historical or mythical, are honored 
here and there all over the country. This species of 
worship I take to be a continuation or resuscitation 
and adaptation of the ancient Hebrew and Canaan- 
ite Baalath worship; and I am as sure that the 
origin of this is Assyro-Babylonian as I am that the 
sloping zine or red-tiled roofs before me now in 

Palestine are the outcome of French and Italian in- 

fluence. The Babylonians had the Baalath, as well 

as the Baal and the son of the Baal, and this form of 
ylytheism came to Syria, whether by Arabia or 

hoenicia it matters not. On the sculptures which I 
discovered lately (see The Sunday School Times, 
No. 42, 1902), bull, cow, and calf are carved on the 
same rock, representing the Babylonian conception 
of the divine family, ‘‘ husband, wife, and son.” 
Ancient Assyro-Babylonian infinence, therefore, was 
no more advantageous to Israel than are heathen and 
rationalistic views to Christians to-day. 

‘*Anp THEY SET THE ARK OF GOD UPON A NEW 
Cart.”’—In the religious life of the modern Orient, 
there are at least two annual events which call to 
mind the main event of this lesson. The one takes 
place in Puri, India, and the other in Damascus, 
Syria. In the former case, the Hindoos place their 
Juggernaut idol in a cart thirty-five feet square and 
forty-five feet high, and convey it from its winter 
kere as it were, to its summer pavilion. In the 
atter case, the Moslems place their Mahamal (a box 
greatly resembling the ark, but three times larger) 
on the back of a choice camel, which leads the pil- 
grimage to Mecca and back. In both cases, the 
crowds of spectators are enormous, and the display 
is thoroughly Oriental in its grandeur. A few days 
ago, Oriental Catholics in Syria carried in procession 
‘*Corpus Christi” in a case or ark, with a view to 
stay the cholera, 
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Religun without joy. would be the sun without 
light. 
% 
The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


ND David gathered together all the chosen 
men of Israel (vy. 1). ‘Selection,’ ‘‘ rejec- 


tion.”” In those two fateful words you solve 
the riddle of life. Nature is forever sifting the wheat 
from the chaff. In every community there are 


‘*chosen people.” We had two ways of making the 
choice when I was a boy. Sometimes we ‘‘ counted 
out,”—‘‘eeny, meene, meine, mo,” etc. Every fel- 
low upon whom the last word fell was rejected. The 
selection was a matter of accident (which is not 
nature’s method, mind you, although the people who 
are counted out believe so). Sometimes we ‘chose 
sides.” I can see myself yet, tossing a ball-club to 
John Hopkins ; he catching it as near the bottom as 
possible ; I putting my hand above his ; he putting 
his above mine ; each crowding the other’s down, so 
as to be able to get the last grip at the top and per- 
mit another fellow to hammer the bat above the: fist 
without hitting our fingers. The boy who could do 
this had his choice. And now, mind you, there were 
certain boys who were as sure to be chosen first as 
to draw their next breath. And why? Because 
they could run faster and throw farther and bat 
harder and catch surer than the rest. Which is the 
method of nature? ‘‘ Natural selection ” is the selec- 
tion of the fittest. The rule of the ball-field is the 
rule of the commercial, the political, the social, arena. 
It is a terrible thing to be always left till the last 
man, and then chosen simply ‘‘to make up the 
nine.” It is still more terrible not to be chosen at 
all,—to be rejected by everybody everywhere. And 
yet the world is full of such folks. It is as true of 
oysters as of people. I forget what they call the little 
ones, but the big ones are ‘‘counts.” They count ! 

And they set the ark of God upon anew cart (v. 3). 
And David and all the house of Israel played be- 
fore Jehovah with all manner of instruments (vy. 
5). How evident was their reverence for this ark ! 
It may seem to have been a superstitious reverence. 
But I say with downright earnestness and fearless- 
ness that superstitious reverence is a thousand times 
nobler than no reverence at all. I have a thousand 
times more respect for a man who prostrates himself 
before a crucifix than for one who will not even un- 
cover at the rising of the sun, or in the presence of 
death, or at the name of, God. . :‘ What greater ca- 
lamity can befall a nation than the loss of worship ?” 
exclaims Emerson. ‘‘I had rather be a peasant and 
Y reverence a lord than a lord and feverence nothing.” 
Those two sayings ought to be written above the 
door of every schoolhouse in America. 

byt apis Sorth his hand to the ark of God. ‘ 
And God smote him there for his error (vs. 6, 7). 
‘There is a skeptical distrust of God's ability to carry 
his church over the rough places in the journey that 
results in immeasurable harm ; for, in trying to keep 
it from falling by the way, men stretch forth their 
hands to deeds.of actual impiety. In this present 
period, many a good man, troubled and scared by 
‘the prospect of the church’s overthrow, has tried to 
prop it up with sensational preaching, or question- 
able methods of business, or alien institutions. All 
such things are extraneous. They become a hin- 
drance and drag to the progress of the kingdom. 
There is a sense in which the church of Christ 
cannot prosper without the support of the hand 
of every child of God, but there is also a sense in 
which it will go forward on its way as surely as the 
revolving earth itself,—which we ride on, and can- 
not sustain by lifting nor hasten by pushing. Per- 
haps a good motto for the church of this age would 
be,‘ Impious Uzzahs, hands off !"’ 

And the ark of Jehovah remained in the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and Jehovah 
blessed Obed-edom, and all his house (v. 11). We 
may be sure of this one thing,—the ark of Jehovah did 
not bless Obed-edom and his house as a stove heats 
a room and the people in it,—‘' will ye, nill ye!" 
Physical results are produced in that way, but not 
spiritual. Or, at best, under most favorable circum- 
stances, the spiritual results of material things are 
very slight without the deliberate and earnest co- 
operation of our souls. A rose will fill a room with 
perfume, and a canary will fill it with song, whether 
the inmates smell and listen or not; but you may lay 
a Bible on a sitting-room table, or hang the motto 
‘*God bless our home” on the walls, and leave them 
there for a generation, and they will affect you as 
little as the figures of the carpet, unless you put forth 
some effort to get the good outof them. And so, if 
God blessed Obed-edom and his household, it was be- 
cause they appreciated the ark, and reverenced it, 
and made use of it. Our cities and villages are full 
of people who seem to think a church will benefit a 
community by simply standing init. It will benefit 
the people who do not go to it reverently to worship 
God about as much as the hay in the loft will benefit 
the horse in the stall if he does not eat it. There is 
no great and beneficent utility in the world to-day so 
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neglected, so permitted to go to waste, as the houses 
of God. They remind one of unutilized waterfalls. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
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Faith is always harder to use than force. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


IVE the title of the lesson. Give the Golden 
Text. Where was the ark of God at this time ? 
What plan had David made with regard to the 
ark? Where did they put the ark on removing it 
from the house of Abinadab? What did David and 
those with him do to show their joy over the remov- 
ing of the ark ? When they came to Nachor’s thresh- 
ing-floor, what happened to the oxen? What did 
Uzzah do to steady the ark? Then what happened ? 
How did this make David feel? (v. 9.) To whose 
house did they then take the ark ? What happened 
to Obed-edom while the ark was in his house? On 
hearing of this, what did David do ? 

Was it right to put the ark on acart? No, the 
Levites alone might carry it (see Deut. 10: 8). Why 
had God given such a commandment as that? Be- 
cause he wanted to make the Israelites feel due rev- 
erence for God, and that no familiarity could be 
allowed. Ought David to have obeyed this law ? 
Certainly, for he knew it well (see 1 Chron. 15 : 2). 
Had David any right to think that it made no differ- 
ence how the ark was carried? No; his one duty 
was to obey God. All this teaches us that there is a 
right way and a wrong way of doing many things. 
We can go to church in a wrong way, and even pray 
in a wrong way; but if we do these things in a wrong 
way, we will receive no blessing. What is the very 
first things that we need to remember? It is this 
(put it on the board): In All Things Obey God. He 
forbids us to do evil that good may come therefrom. 
His way is the right way, and our only business is to 
do as God says. 





IN ALL THINGS 
OBEY 
GOD 


ss 
Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old and. new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘** Bible Songs "’) 











New York Cliry. 


‘Through all the 
scenes of life."’ 
‘*Awake, and sing the sorg of 
Moses and the Lamb."’ 
‘* Approach, my soul, the mercy- 
seat." 
O worship the 


changing Psalm 84: £,. 2, 8-12. 


(115: 1, 3-6. 170:1, 2, 8-11.) 


Psalm 80: 1, 2, 17-19. 


(229: 1-3. 163: 1, 2, 8, Io.) 


“ King, all glo- Psalm 08 : 1-9. 


rious above."’ . 7.9 +? 

‘* Holy, holy, holy, Lord God |, ert oak: Sent eey 
almighty !"" Psalm 132: 1-9. 

‘*Guide me, O thou great Je- (196: 1-5. 285: 1-5.) 
hovah."’ ) , 

“ Revive thy work, O Lord!" Psalm 118 : 19-29. 

**Jerusalem, my happy home." (170: 11-20. 240: 1-6.) 
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The Lesson Outline 
By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


The Public Worship of Jehovah 

1. A Worship Long Neglected in Israel : 

From Baale-judah, to bring up... the ark (2). 

The time was long (1 Sam. 7 : 1, 2). 

Sought not... in the days of Saul (1 Chron. 13 : 3). 

Not forsaking our own assembling (Heb. 10: 25.) 

2. A Worship Re-established by David: 

David arose,... to bring up... the ark (2). 

Let us bring again the ark of our God (t Chron. 13: 2, 3). 

On that day did David first ordain (1 Chron. 16: 7, 8). 

What shall I render unto Jehovah ? (Psa. 116 : 12-14.) 

3- A Worship by All the People : 

All the chosen men... . 4 All the people (1, 2). 

All Israel together, ... to bring the ark (1 Chron. 13 : 4-6). 

Call the peoples unto the mountain (Deut. 33: 19). 

Blow the trumpet ;... gather the people (Joel 2 : 15). 

4- A Worship of the Invisible God : 

Jehovah... that sitteth above the cherubim (2). 

Thou canst not see my face (Exod. 33 ° 20). 

Clouds and darkness are round... him (Isa. 97: 1, 2). 

No man hath seen God at any time (John 1 : 18). 

The King eternal, immortal, invisible (1 ‘lim. 1: 17). 

5. A Joyful Worship : 
David and all... pl 
Brought up the ark... 

That love thy name be joyful (Psa. 5: 

In thy presence . 


ud before Jehovah (5). 
with joy (12). 

It). 

. » fulness of joy (Psa. 16: 11). 
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6. A Worship Requiring Reverence : 

The anger of Jehovah was kindled (6, 7). 

David was afraid of Jehovah (8, 9). 

Serve Jehovah with fear, ... trembling (Psa. 2: 11). 
The world stand in awe of him (Psa. 33: 8). 

A God very terrible, ... to be feared (Psa. 89 : 6, 7). 
7. A Worship Bringing a Blessing : 

Jehovah blessed Obed-edom, ... his house (10-12). 
Hearken, . . . these blessings shall come (Deut. 28 : 1-6), 
Blessing of Jehovah... maketh rich (Prov. 10: 22). 
Godliness is profitable for all things (1 ‘Tim. 4 : 8). 


b 
Revival precedes restoration, 





Graded Helps 











For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A leafiet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 
rimary teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
ormation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well as 

a list of books which primary workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 


OTES to the teacher on the Fourth Quarter’s 
N lessons.—1. Twelve lessons from six books 
are all connected with the history of David. 
Five abstract lessons from Psalms or Proverbs must 
be connected with the incidents which caused them 
to be written. The temperance lesson is a message 
from David's wise son; the Christmas lesson is of 
Christ, called ‘‘Son of David” (both born in Beth- 
lehem). 

2. Nowadays it is customary to group several pic- 
tures of an individual or members of one family in 
the same frame. Reserve one side of your black- 
board for a large frame, making twelve spaces. 
From each lesson add a picture or message until 
these spaces are filled. 





lu the following blackboard the sketches for the first four 
lessons of the quarter are shown. The teacher will use ouly 
the first sketch, ** Love for God's House," for this lesson. 
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Pictures about David and his 





























Quarter’s Topic: 
Family. 


Lesson Topic: David Preparing God’s House for 
Worship. 


INTRODUCTION, 


How many have seen pictures framed like these ? 
(Show something similar.) In this frame are four 
people,—a little girl, her father, her grandmother, 
and her great-grandfather, all belonging to one 
family. In one frame I saw six pictures of the same 
boy,—first in long clothes ; next, in his high-chair ; 
next, creeping; next, in his go-cart; then in over- 
alls, playing in the sand ; and, last, in his first suit of 
clothes. I think we shall enjoy filling this big frame 
with pictures about David and his family,—some 
happy and some sad ones. They will not show him 
as a baby, but after he became a great king. 
REVIEW. 


After Saul died, David and his men came from 
their hiding-place to Hebron, where he was made 
king. At first, only part of the people called him 
king, but, as others learned how good he was, more 
came to him, until he was king of all Israel. Then 
he moved to Jerusalem, which has often been called 
the city of David. He built a house, and lived there 
more than thirty years. 


LESSON, 

The Philistines were always watching to see what 
was going on. When they saw David's kingdom 
yrowing so strong, they decided to fight against him. 

‘hey tried it twice. David asked God what to do. 
God said he would help him to conquer them. They 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 4 


ran away, and left their images behind, | 


so David and his men burned them. 

Do you know of any town without a 
church? How hard it would be to live | 
right in such a place! While Saul was 
king he disobeyed God, and grew care- 
less, and neglected to call the people to 
worship God. 

David knew about a great tent, or 
tabernacle, which had been used long 
before (describe its purpose and beauty). 
David set up this tent once more (draw 
it).. Several pieces of lovely furniture 
belonged to it,—the candlestick, altar, 
table, etc.,—but the most beautiful was 
the ark, with carved angels above it, all 
covered with gold. Few people had 
ever seen it; for when Samuel was a 
boy it had been carried into battle, and 
was afterwards kept in a house about | 
eleven miles from Jerusalem. 

David decided to bring it back to the 
tent. A great crowd gathered, and he | 
planned a procession with bands of 
music and singing. Long before, God 
had told Moses that the ark must always 
be carried on the shoulders of Levites 
by poles that went through the rings in 
the sides (Num. 7 : 9; show a picture or | 
model). The directions were written in 
the law, but nobody stopped to look 
them up. Instead of carrying it by | 
the poles, they put it on a new cart | 
drawn by oxen, and the procession | 
started. The men who drove ought to 
have known the right way, because the | 
ark had been in their care so long. The | 
road was rough; the oxen stumbled, 
and shook the cart. Uzzah took hold of | 
the ark to steady it, and in a moment | 
he was dead. The music and the glad 
procession stopped. God was teaching | 
the people that they must do God’s way. | 
Sometimes ‘‘ there is a way which seem- 
eth right unto aman, but the end thereof 
is death.” Saul had tried that way. 

David was afraid to go any farther 
with the ark that day, so he carried it 
into the home of Obed-edom, and left it 
there three months. David heard what 
a blessing it was tothat home. During 
this time he had looked up the right 
way to carry it (1 Chron. 15: 2, 15). 
There was another glad procession, and 
it was safely placed in the holy of holies. 
It was a happy day, and David made 
a present of bread and meat to all the 
people. He wrote a psalm for them to 
sing that day about the worship in God’s 
house. He said, ‘* Blessed are they that 
dwell in thy house; they will be still 
praising thee.” David knew that the 


| sin, has shut God out of his life, would 





study of God's word or worship in God's 
house always brings a blessing. He 
loved it so much that in the Shepherd 
Psalm he wrote, ‘I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever.” ‘The taber- | 
nacle was only a great tent, but the 
people loved it very dearly. Repeat, 
‘‘T was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord.” 

(During the teaching draw a large tent, 
and show the procession returning with 
the ark, or let your class form a pro- | 
cession, and march.) Have some one 
sing : 


**I love thy church, O God! 
Her walls before thee stand,’’ 


Peoria, ILL. 
< 


God's work cannot be divorced from 


| God’s name and speak irreverently of it, 





God's way. 
<a0 
For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. | 


AVE your class note in their Bibles 
the lessons of the quarter, from 
the installing of the ark in Jerusa- 

lem, and continuing to the dedication of 
the temple in which the ark was to be 
enshrined. Describe the condition of 
Israel at this time: David enthroned 
king over all the tribes; Jerusalem won 
and made the capital; the Philistines 
conquered; a new wall built around the 
city (1 Chron. 11 : 7-9); a palace erected 
for the king (2 Sam. 5 : 11, 12); a strong 
army organized (1 Chron. 11 : 11 to 
12 : 40). 

Ask your pupils to read in advance 
the story of the ark brought to Jerusa- 
lem (1 Sam. 6 : 1-23), and the same story 
written several centuries after the de- 
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struction of the kingdom in 1 Chronicles, 
chapters 13, 15,:16, . This great event | 
established the religion of Jehovah as | 
the uniting and controlling power in the | 
government of Israel; and with older | 
classes you might make that the theme 

of this lesson, showing how the law and 

its administration were shaped by the 

belief and worship taught to the people. 

But with young children the greatest 

interest will be found in the study of the 

meaning of the event as related to per- 

sonal experience. It illustrates these 

four great facts in human life: 

1. Seeking the Presence of God (vs. 
1-5). Show that the ark represented 
Jehovah, who had made a covenant with 
his people, based on the tables of the 
law laid up in it (Exod. 25 : 22). While 
that covenant was being broken, there 
was no place of honor in Israel for the 
ark. But if the favoring presence of 
God disappeared when the Philistines 
took away the ark, they found his pres- 
ence in wrath and judgment intolerable 
(1 Sam. § : 1-12). The men of Beth-she- 
mesh fared no better (1 Sam. 6 : 19, 20). 
So it was left in a private house for many 
years because the people dared not ap- 
proach it. 

But when all Israel had accepted 
God’s chosen one as their king, as one 
who wished to rule them in the fear of the 
Lord, they sought to bring back the pres- 
ence of God in his love and fulness. It was 
a great popular demonstration. David 
consulted with every leader (1 Chron. 
13:1). It meant the re-establishment 
of regular national religious worship. 

So when one who, by worldliness and 


have his presence again, he must, as the 
Israelites did, go after him with earnest 
desire. He need not wait and long for 
holy feeling. He will conform his life 
to habits of obedient service. He will 
go regularly to church, to the prayer- 
meeting, and to his closet. He will 
prepare himself as a tabernacle for the 
Spirit of God, and expect his coming. 

2. Mistaken Treatment of God (vs. 
6-9). The people wanted him back, but 
they did not yet know him whom they 
wanted. They seem to have forgotten 
the experience of the men of Beth-she- 
mesh. David and the people went up to 
get the ark of God without consulting 
their history or their law (Num. 4: 15), 
or thinking who God is. The death of 
Uzzah was terrible, but if he had not 





died, the people would have missed the 
blessing they sought from the ark. 
How could it have impressed them with 


| the unapproachable majesty of Jehovah, 


if it were handled like any common fur- | 
niture? To those without reverence | 
there is no God. 

Show your pupils how want of rever- 
ence belittles life. Then show them 
that the Christian who believes God’s 
day to be holy, but lightly excuses him- 
self when he finds it inconvenient to 
treat the day as holy, puts his hands 
where Uzzah put his. ‘Those who bear 


who assume sacred office in the church, 
and think nothing of living lives incon- 
sistent with it, those who are careless 
( Continued on next page) 








My name on a 


Jam p-chimney says, 


‘¢Pay double for 
me; I give double, 
light and dont 
break,” 

MaAcBETH. 


How to take care of lamps, including the 
getting of right-shape chimneys, is in my 
Index; sent free. 





MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 
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Castile soap is supposed to be made 
of olive oil, hence its presumed pur- 
ity. Some Castile soap is made of 


olive oil and some is not. Some 
Castile soap is good and some is bad. 
In purchasing you can not tell which 
kind you are getting. 





In buying Ivory Soap you are al- 
ways getting a vegetable oil soap of 
known purity. Itis also more attrac- 
tive in form, lathers more freely and 
is therefore more convenient to use. 
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“To Err is Human”— 
Not to Err—Elgin. 


The man who is always 
right on time is the man 
‘who carries the 


~ELGIN WATCH 


Every Elgin Watch is fully guaranteed. All jewelers have Elgin Watches. 
‘‘Timemakers and Timekeepers,’’ an illustrated history of the watch, sent 
free upon request to 


ELGIN NATIONAL WATCH Co., E.eim, tu. 


THE, GENUINE MERFELY BELL 








purest refined co 
The most perfect, highest class bells in the world. 
Meneely & Co.. Watervliet. West ‘Troy P. O., N.Y. 






Comfortable Seating for S. S. 


weep Bey Catalog. Many Styles. 
e at Grand Ra: School Pera. Wks.. 
Sales-office, 22 W. 19th St.,New York 


CHURCH Fonnitine®* RGEISSLER MGM | G77 verti 


When answering advertisements mention this paper. 
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Quickest after-dinner shiner. 
Made by PROPRIETORS OF RISING SUN STOVE POLISH. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Always ready for use, No dust. 








Philadelphia, September 19, 1903 


The Siadap School ines an 
Bia 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter "’ 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, or $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information, address The Religious 
Press Association, go1 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 


Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. 


separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 


$1.00 One copy, or any number of 


copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 


Free Copies One free copy addi- 


tional will be allowed 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will 
be sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 
One or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the 
pape to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co,, Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


A TRIP TO on 
CALIFORNIA Route 


If you have the time, there is no 
reason why you should not enjoy afew 
weeks or months amongst the flowers 
and oranges in California this winter, 
because the expense will not inter- 
fere with such a plan. 

You can get excellent board out 
there for from $7 a week up, and we 
can tell you how if you will send fora 
copy of our “California Folder,” which 
tells all about the country, the hotels 
and boarding houses. It contains a 
big map of the state, too. 

rou can go to California via the 
most interesting route, in perfect com- 
fort and safety, all the way in charge 
of trained official of our company, if 
you will join one of our personally con- 
ducted parties which leave every week 
from Boston, Chicago and St. Louis, 

Drop me a postal and I will send 
you complete information about these 
parties. 

Address P.S. FUSTIS, Pass’r Traffic Manager, 
C.R. & @. Ry. 09 Adoms S'., Chicago, hi 





Scenes of the 
* ; 
Rocky Me tains, th 
Rockies Colorado Midland Railway 
(Pike’s Peak Route) will for- 


ward, postpaid, upon receipt of price, the following : 


A magnificent steel engraving, 26X40 inches, of 
Hagerman Pass, Colorado (11,500 feet above sea 


level) a . oo se OS 
Twenty-five photographic views of Rocky Moun- 
tain scenery, each 9X7 inches, per set $1.00 


Send money order, New York or Chicago draft to 


Cc. H. SPEERS, Gen’! Pass. Agt., Denver, Colo. 
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~ INCREASE YOUR INCOME 


¥, There's pleasure and profit for all who raise 
® Poultry the right way. We successfully teach 
t because our faculty is composed of practi- 
*} oa) poultrymen. Take our course and learn 
; this most tascinating and profitable business 
“jt while asa “specialty it is in its infaney 
(P=. and the demand is greater than the supply. 
A X There are tremendous opportunities therein 
% *O— for those who begin NOW. Write to.day for 
%< illustrated booklet fully describing our course 
ofinstruction. Co.umpia ScnooL or Pouutay 
Curturs, Box301, Warsrviuse, N. ¥ 












The Temple College 


(University for the employed), Philadelphia, 
Pa. Theology by correspondence or residence 
leading to degrees. ‘Thorough courses. Send 
for catalog. Russell H,. Conwell, President. 

tranches taught at Pal- 


SHORTHAND iis is yas Pat 


College, 926 N. Broad Street, Philadelphia. Indi- 
vidual instruction, refined surroundings, Christian 
influences. Lessons given by mail if desired. 


CHICAGO CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE 


SCHOOL. Correspondence and lecture-study de- 
partments. Send for circular. Marion Steven- 
son, Principal, Irving Park, Chicago, Ill. 








Typewriting, and Business 


iss Gibson’s Fami SCHOOL 
Miss Gibson’s Family & Day #cHoot 
2322 (formerly 2037) DeLancey PI., Phila., Pa. 32d yr. 
Fall term begins Oct. 1, 1903. College preparatory. 


INSTITU AND TRAINING 
HOME for Christian 
Workers, Evangelists, and Missionaries. 

Both sexes. 1512 Poplar Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Send for catalog to Mystic Valley Institute, Mys- 
tic, Conn, 37th year. Chartered. Both sexes, Home. 








The fact that The Sunday School Times 
declines anywhere from $10,000 to 
$20,000 of advertising in a year rightly 
strengthens the subscribers’ confidence 
in the advertisements that are not de- 
clined. 

















To familiarize the 
public with the gran- | 
deur and beauty of the | 



























The Divine Order of 
Human Society 


By Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D. 


President Thompson is widely known 
as a writer on social and economic 
problems. This book discusses the 
practical problems of the family, the 
nation, the school, and the church, in 
the light both of the Scriptures and 
modern experience. It is a book brim- 
ful of helpful suggestive truths to all 
who are striving for a higher order of 
thinking and living. 

“ These lectures are more than remarkable ; 
they are inspiring, because they show how 
steadily the minds and hearts of Christian men 
are turning to the necessity of a higher concep- 
tion of the Church as a world-wide kingdom 
of God, than has been either realized or appre- 
hended by the great body of Christian peo- 
ple.”"— 7he Churchman. 

" “Tt is a noticeable utterance, and is fitted 
to emancipate many a mind from the bonds 


of narrowness, whether tound in political or 
religious thinking.”’—Pudlic Opinion. 


“In no volume of our acquaintance is the 
whole social protien so fully and so satisfacto- 
rily presented.”’—7he Christian Intelligencer. 

A book of 274 pages (5% 7% inches), 
cloth, gilt top, uncut edges. Price, 
$1.00. For sale by booksellers, or 
mailed, postpaid, by the publishers. 


The, Sunday School Times Co. , 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 






When answering advertisements, please 


mention The Sunday School Times. 





|edom did not ask for the ark, and that 


(Continued from preceding page) 


| 
of God while they own him as prom 


God, commit Uzzah’s sin. And the pun- 
ishment comes to them, too, not in phy- | 
sical death, but in the loss of the holiest 
and highest sense of God which issues 
in spiritual death, the supreme disaster. 

3. The Blessing of God’s Presence in 
the Home (vs. 10, 11). Show that Obed- 


he would not have got it but for the sins 


| to keep it, he welcomed it with the risks 


of others. Yet when David was afraid 


it brought. He had a large family 
(1 Chron. 26 : 4-8), and so great blessing 
came to the members of it through their 
treatment of the ark that within three 
months the nation heard of it. 

Show your pupils that the presence of | 
God may now be welcomed in every | 
home. ‘To each soul is offered the privi- | 
lege of entertaining the ark of God | 
(1 Cor. 6:19). But there is a peculiar 
sense in which the home receives his 
presence. 
of homes in which he dwells are the 
highest duties. 

4. The Blessing of God’s Presence to 
the Nation (v. 12; 1 Chron. 16: 7-36). 
When the blessing that came to the | 


house of Obed-edom became known, | - 


every household wanted it, the king | 
most of all. The people made God and | 
his dwelling- place the center of the | 
nation, and his blessing came to all 
Israel. Her fields yielded rich harvests; 
her borders were enlarged. God, wel- | 
comed back, made her great among the 
nations. 
What God was to Israel he is willing 
to be to our country, and more ; and | 
every home that welcomes him makes | 
his presence more desired by the nation, | 
and more honored in it. | 


Suggestive Questions 


1. The Presence of God. What did | 
the ark contain ? (Deut. 10: 1-5.) What 
was it called ? (Deut. 31 : 24-26.) Where 
was it kept ? (2 Chron. 6 : 10, 11.) Where, 
now, is the temple of God ? (1 Cor. 3: 
16,17.) Is his presence permanent in 
his temple ? (Rev. I1 : 19.) 

2. The Blessing of the Presence of | 
God. What does the presence of God 
welcomed bring to men ? (Exod. 33 : 14.) 
Who has his presence ? (Psa. 140 : 13.) 
How can we secure it ? (John 14: 23.) 
How long does it continue? (Psa. 
16: II.) | 

Boston. | 

= 


Sacred service ever leads to sacred | 
SON. 

oe | 

The Senior Bible Class | 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
David’s Centralizing Policy 


I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (2 Sam. 
5§:4to6: 23). 
[For each member of the Bible Class.] | 


When the representatives of the north- | 
ern tribes came to David at Hebron, 
and pledged to him their loyalty, he was 
at last in a position to put into operation 
the policy which he had doubtless been 
for some time turning over in his mind 
while waiting for this event. His pur- 
poses were revealed by the steps so 
promptly taken. 

He had to face a difficult situation. 
His future people were divided, even 
alienated, and were fiercely jealous. It 
was his task to get them working to- 
gether. This he accomplished in part 
by establishing jnstitutions in which 
each had an equal interest, and in part 
by keeping the turbulent spirits fully 
occupied. 

It is not possible to determine the 
actual order of events. Not unlikly the 
Philistines forced upon him the cam- 
paigning which resulted in their thor- 
ough defeat. Although taken by sur- 
prise at the start, he soon retrieved his 
fortunes and blighted theirs. Like a 
true leader of men, he did not press his 
advantage unduly, but made the Philis- 
tine adversaries into allies, who fur- 
nished. him with a dependable body- 
guard. The selection and establishment 


| of Jerusalem as the capital was a notable! M., K. & T. R’y, Box g11, St. Louis, Mo. 


Marriage and the planting ii if 
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copying 
pencil that 
makes a bet- 


ter copy than 
Dixon's Eterno, , 
the Indelible ff *®2Y copying 
Pencil is the j ink. Leads ex- 


encil for tra tough and 


ousiness. 
First rate smooth. 
for ordi- 


nary use, The newest thing 
and 


some- | in pencils is 


thing . 
Dixon's 


more, 


f 
i GY 
Y// The Indelible Pencil 
Vf Sold by all stationers, with or without nickeled 
/ point pretector. Folder AC tells about it; free on 
request. 


Jos. Dixon Crucible Co., Jersey City, N.J. 





Best by Test 


POR 
disordered stomachs 
and aching heads. 


* It's good for 
ie » 
children, too. 


: Le 
Used by American - 
Physicians since 1844. S50c. and $1 at druggists. 


An Historic Old Railroad Engine 


The Nashville, Chattanooga, & St. Louis 
Railway is distributing, free of charge, an at- 
tractive little booklet entitled, ‘* The Story 
of the *General,’’’ which contains an ex- 
ceedingly interesting account of the taid of 
Captain James a Andrews and men during 
the Civil War. It is profusely illustrated. The 





‘*General”’’ has been sent to Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, by the Nashville, Chattanooga, 
& St. Louis Railway, and is there to remain 
permanently. It can be seen at any time by 
travelers passing through Chattanooga over 
this railway. Write to W. L. Danley, 
G. P. A., N., C. & St. L. Ry., Nashville, 
Tennessee. Mention this paper. 


The World’s Fair Progresses 
and we are abundantly supplied with a 
Bird’s- Eye View of the buildings and 
grounds, size 3142, which we shall be 
glad to mail to you on receipt of ten cents 
(in silver or stamps) to prepay postage. 


Address George Morton, G. P. & T. A 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 4 


and early move toward centralization. 


Its situation was strategic for his pur- 
poses ; secure, defensible, accessible 
from all directions, yet claimed at the 
time by no tribe, it was the one place 
for a national capital. Once settled 
here, he erected the needful public 
buildings, including a palace. He also 
took many wives, quite as much for 
political as for domestic reasons. The 
wives of a sovereign were often pledges 
of the good faith of a nation or of a 
community, and regarded as necessities 
of statecraft. Through them David 
strengthened his hold upon his own 
subjects. 

His act of greatest importance, next 
to the founding of the capital itself, was 
the bringing to it of the ark. Such an 
idea never occurred to Saul, whose cap- 
ital was his father’s village. But it was 
wise politically as well as religiously. It 
united and tranquilized the people, it 
gave the public worship of Jehovah its 
due importance, and brought religion 
and nationality together in a way never 
recognized before. He thus consecrated 
the capital city, and deepened the grate- 
ful loyalty of the people to it and to him. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


Cornill’s History (88-89, 75-76) com- | 


pares David and Solomon as adminis- 
trators. Most writers, such as Wade, 


‘*Old Testament History ” (245); Kent, | 


‘‘United Kingdom” (§ 113-116) ; Ken- 
nedy, in the Hastings Bible Dictionary, 
and Stanley, ‘* Jewish Church ” (lecture 
23), regard David's policy as beyond 
criticism. Stanley’s description of the 





Art of Rest 
May Be Acquired and Used with Great 
Benefit 

Complete and restful poise of the body and 
mind is an art not easily gained. Perhaps 
nothing brings one as much content, comfort, 
happiness, and pleasure, as those conditions of 
easy, restful, resourceful, and well-balanced 
mind and body, that make of work a pleasure, 
and the daily life happy and peaceful. 

The nervous housewife, busy with a hundred 
duties and harassed by children ; the business 
man, worried with the press of daily affairs, 
debts, etc.,—cannot enjoy the peace and restful 
repose and healthful nervous balance unless 
they know how. 

There is a way. First and foremost the 
stomach must be consulted. That means leav- 
ing off coffee absolutely ; for the temporary 


stimulant and the resulting depression is a sure | 


ruin to the nervous system, and the whole 
condition of health and happiness rests upon 
stomach, nerves, and mind. 


Start with the stomach, that is the keystone | 
Stop using things that break | 
down its power, upset its nervous energy, and | 


to the whoie arch. 


prevent the proper digestion of the food and the 


consequent manufacture of healthful blood and | 


nerves, brain and tissues. 

When you quit coffee take on Postum Food 
Coffee. 
interest and starting on a career where you are 
loaning money and receiving interest. The 
good results are double. You stop poisoning 
the system with coffee, and start building up the 


broken-down nerve cells by powerful elements | 


contained in Postum. These are pure food 
elements, ably selected by experts for the pur- 
pose of supplying just the thing required by 
Nature to perform this rebuilding. 

These are solid substantial facts, and can be 
proven clearly to the satisfaction of any one by 
personal experience. Try the change yourself, 
and note how the old condition of shattered 
nerves and worried mind changes to that feel- 
ing of restful poise of a well-balanced nervous 
system. 

The managing physician of a hygienic sani- 
tarium in Indiana says that for five years in his 
practice he has always insisted upon the patients’ 
leaving oft coffee and taking Postum Food 
Coffee with the most positive, well-defined 
results, and with satisfaction to the most con- 
firmed coffee toper. 

The doctor's name will be furnished by the 
Postum Co., Ltd., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Look in each package for a copy of the 
famous little book, *‘ The Road to Wellville."’ 


That is like stopping the payment of | 


scene at the bringing up of the ark is 


| very vivid, and, in most respects, 
faithful. 


| SION. 


To be allotted, in advance, by the leader, for care- 
| ful consideration, to members of the elass.] 


| 1. The New King’s Problems. (1.) 

| Aside from the awakening of a universal 

| loyalty to himself, what administrative 

| problems confronted David at the begin- 
ning of his reign over all Israel ? 

2. His Dealings with the Philistines. 
(2.) Were they self-justified in making 
| their sudden attack upon him? (3.) 
| Why did he adopt with them a policy of 
conciliation, while subduing without 
mercy his other foes ? 

3. Jerusalem Secured as the Capital. 
(4.) What made Jerusalem so advan- 
tageous a site for this purpose? (5.) 
What enabled it at once to be identified 
| with him alone, and in a peculiar way ? 

(6.) Was its historical importance natu- 
ral, or the result of his shrewd policy ? 
| 4. The Founding of a Family. (7.) 
| What motive, or set of motives, led to 
| the rapid enlargement of his domestic 
| establishment ? 

5. The Transfer of the Ark to Jeru- 
| salem, (8.) Why did David deem this 
important which Saul had ignored ? (g.) 
| How did David make the occasion one 
of nationalization? (10.) How did he 
manifest his own great interest and ap- 
proval ? Was Michal right, or he ? 


IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS, 
[For general discussion under the direction of the 
| leader. | 


| Religion and life are inseparable. 
| Neither national nor personal life can 
| flourish without its recognition. 
Religion belongs at the center of all 
activity. Wherever the capital may be, 
| it is the place for the ark. 
The surest way to humiliation is to 
cherish a selfish pride. 

YALE UNIVERSITY. 

< 


The ‘Hurrah, boys!” spirit is not 
productive of the spirit of holiness. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 

















October 4, 1903. Great Men of the Bible: 
What Abraham Teaches Us. Gen. 
12: 1-8: Heb. 7: 1-10; Rom. 4: 1-9. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoNn.—A lesson in generosity (Gen. 13: 


10-12). 

TueEs.—A lesson in obedience (Gen. 13 : 
14-18). 

WeED.—A lesson in chivalry (Gen, 14 : 
10-16). 

THURS.—A lesson in hospitality (Gen. 18 : 
1-8. ) 


Fr1.—A lesson in prayer (Gen, 18 : 23-33.) 
Sat.—A lesson in faith (Gal. 3 : 1-9). 











About faith in God's naked word. 
About patience and courage. 


| About putting the spiritual before the ma- 
| terial. 


HE guidance of God is a reality. 
It was so to Abraham. In Ur of 
the Chaldees he heard God bidding 
| him to go out into a country which the 
| Lord would show to him, and he rose up 


|}and went. He made no excuses, He 
| asked no questions. He magnified no 
obstacles. He simply obeyed. How | 


| Ged appeared to him we are not told, 
and it is immaterial. The important 

| thing is that he discovered the will of 
God for him, and followed it. God has 
a will for men to-day, as real and per- 
sonal as his will for Abraham. he 

idance of God was a reality then. It 
is areality now. We are to find it and 
foliow it. 

The fact that it leads out into an un- 
known country is no reason for not fol- 
lowing. The sailors of Columbus urged 
that the sea was strange and the course 
unknown. The Israelites wandered in 
the wilderness and longed for bondage 
again. But the promised land in each 





case was before. It is not necessary to 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


| 
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The Great Spread 


all tastes. 
you eat. 


function. Agreeable 


CORN PRODUCTS CO., 








Corn 


drawn from the strength-giving portion 
of the kernel, and refined to absolute 
purity, is a brief idea of the goodness of 


CORN SYRUP 


for Daily Bread. 


A food article and table delicacy that pleases 
Appetizing, nutritious; makes 
A pre-digested food ready for 
use by the blood independent of digestive 


to weakest stomach. 


Sold inairtight, friction-top tins. 10c., 25c., c., at grocers 


New York and Chicago. 











know where we are going, so only we 
| know that we are following. 


**T do not ask to see 
The distant scene ; one step enough for me.”’ 


The merit of it all is in the faith that 
it displays. It was counted unto Abra- 
ham for righteousness. What? His 
work in leaving Ur and journeying to 
Canaan? No, but the faith in God 
which this willing removal from home 
to a country which he knew not re- 
vealed. God prizes trust. What we 
can do for him is slight. The fact that 
we are ready to doit for him is not slight. 

Having set out to follow the Lord, 
Abraham arrived atthe Lord’s destina- 
tion for him. They went forth to come 
unto the land of Canaan, and into the 
land of Canaan they came. That is 
likely to be the case. The men who 
follow God find that they reach the goal 
God sets forthem. If he says Canaan, 
to Canaan we come. No mightiest foe 
can prevent us from reaching the place 
where God would have us come. 

It was away from his father’s home, 
| his own land, and all his old associa- 
tions, that Abraham was bidden to go. 
| There come times when God needs to 
| break in on the development of life. 
| The mere orderly unfolding of old things 
will not suffice longer. There must be 
a new departure. Some man must be 
guilty of innovation. He must leave 
; Haran for Canaan. Happy is the man 
| who knows that it is the voice of God 
that has called him to go, and who obeys 
unfalteringly. Happy is he, whatever 
befalls him. 

The free life is the life of free obedi- 
ence. Abraham wandering across Asia ; 
Paul —* about the Mediterra- 
nean; Bowen living humbly in Bom- 
bay; Elijah in his hiding-place, fed by 
the ravens; Luther boldly proclaiming 
the. freedom of the soul from bondage, 
and its justification by faith alone,— 
these, and all the men who have cut 
their old moorings at the voice of God, 
and moved out in obedience, are the 
men of liberty. 

The spiritual life for all of us is the 
life of full obedience and faith. The 
service of the flesh is sin and slavery. 
When we hear the Saviour calling, 
‘*Follow me,” and rise up and follow, 
not knowing whither he is leading, we 
| begin to breathe the air of liberty, and 
| to realize that following God is peace, 
| and not lethargic stagnation among the 
| things we have always done, and always 
| been, and always known. 


~% 
What is God's will to us ? 
Are we aware of it? 














| Are we following it fearlessly and in 
i faith ? 


Heart Palpitation 


is caused by ation of gas fn the 
stomach, arcoal absorbs all gases, 
aad stops fermentation. 


MURRAY’S 





CHARCOAL TABLETS 


ate made of purest charcoal, Try them 
for palpitation of the heart, dyspepsia, 


and indigestion. 
At ALL DRUGGISTS. 


A.J. Ditman, 33 Astor House, N.Y. 











Protection an? 
Investment 


at the same time. The whole busi- 
ness world says ‘' Yes'’ to it. Our little 
‘*The How and the Why" (free book- 
let) is used in the commercial colleges 
for teaching first principles. Get it. 
It tells of safety and profit. 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE 
921-923-925 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 














Greatly Reduced Rates 

To Los Angeles and San Francisco and 

Return, via Southern Railway 

On October 7 to 16, inclusive, special 
excursion tickets will be sold to Los Angeles 
and San Francisco via Southern Railway, 
account American Bankers’ Association, at 
very low rates, tickets good to return until 
November 30, 1903. Round-trip rate from 
Philadelphia $89.70, proportionate low rates 
from other points, 

In addition to the Standard Pullman 
drawing-room sleeping-cars, operated daily, 
the Southern Railway operates, on fast trains, 
tri-weekly, high-class, personally conducted 
vestibuled excursion sleeping-cars between 
Washington, Los Angeles, and San Fran- 
cisco without change, via Atlanta, New 
Orleans, and El! Paso, in which the double 
berth rate is only $7.00. 

Excursion sleeping-cars leave Washington 
at 9 P. M., on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays. 

Charles L. Hopkins, District Passenger 
Agent, Southern Railway, 828 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., will furnish all 
information. 








When answering advertisements, please 
| mention The Sunday School Times. 








THE 
MAID % 
SPOT- 


This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotless Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employment isn’t slow, 

For she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO} | 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate paint in the parlor, can 
be kept eer d clean by SAPOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 
cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 
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WHAT T0 EAT and what to leave alone, 
We understand the cereal 
food question as no others can. Twenty-six 
ears of scientific study has perfected the 
Worta’ s best foods, and unprejudiced compari- 
sons will be furnished you for post card request. 
THe FRANKLIN MiLLs.Co., Lockport, N, Y. 








When an advertisement in this paper 

rsuades you to write to the advertiser, 

e persuaded to name the paper when 
you write. 











Forced to Resign 
Lost a Good Position Through Bad Food 





‘‘T felt immediately better after my first meal 
on Grape-Nuts, which I began to use after my 
health had broken down and I was a nervous 
wreck. 

‘* My stomach was in such a condition that I 
could eat nothing, 
burden to me. 


and trying to eat was a 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ARMSTRONG & McKELVY 
Pittsburgh. 
BEYMER-BAUMAN 

| Pittsburgh, 
| DAVIS-CHAMB 

Pittsburgh. 
FPAHNESTOCK 

Pittsburgh, 
ANCHOR 
ECKSTEIN 
ATLANTIC 
BRADLEY 
BROOKLYN 
JEWETT 
ULSTER 
UNION 
SOUTHERN 


i Cincinnati. 
New York. 


, Chicago. 


COLLIER 

MISSOURI 

RED SEAL 

SOUTHERN 

JOHN T. LEWIS & BROS CO 
Philadelphia. 

MOBLEY 

SALEM 

CORNELL 

KENTUCKY 


you can! 


St. Louis. 





Ceveland. 
Salem, Mass. 
Buffalo. 


Louisville. 


tains, angen J 
with the wel 
fide mancfacturers operating the most completely 


i profits, in valuable premiums, which we bu 

) them at retail. Write for our HANDSOM 
faruish your home without its costing 
Gave money and get 


DWELLING house in the city 

of Elizabeth, N. J., built one 

Lame.§} hundred years ago, has always 

been painted with Pure White Lead and 
Linseed Oil—nothing olse. 

There is not a crack, blister, blemish 

or imperfection of any kind in the paint. 

Makers of mixtures, beat this record if 


Be sure the brand is right. 
margin are genuine, and made by “old 
Dutch process,” 


If interested in paint or painting, address 


MORRIS CHAIRS 


LSO OVER 300 OTHER HANDSOME ARTICLES 
oY HOME FURNISHINGS—Clocks, Watches, Silverware, Rugs, Lace Cur- 
Machines, Furniture, Bicycles and Colonial Grand Pianos—all given ABSOLUTELY FREE 
known RACINE HOSIERY, RACINE FEET and RACINE UNDERWEAR. We are actual bona 
equipped hosiery and underwear mills in the United States, located at Beloit, 
Stevens Point, and Ripon, Wisconsin, with warehouse and selling offices at Racine, Wis. 
a ©We are therefore content with the customary manufacturer's profit and can yok to give you the azent’s, jobbers’ and retailers’ 
in large quantities at wholesale 
ILLUSTRATED ey a ALOK OGUE age | bm Pye em Ue bd a: = o 
‘ou one cent. 
valuable presents by the Racine 
braads. Write for our Catalogue 15 to-day, 


Those in 





National Lead Co., 100 William Street, New York. —_ 


FREE 


We sellexclusively to the consumer, 
or about one-half what you would pay fos 
ust have 


RACINE KNITTING C0, | RACINE, WIS Wis. 





WOMQERE OVE CATALORUE 


H dusy 
ure of our ponatt Ohio, stove foundry, THE 
STOVE FACTORY IN THE WORLD, where oy po 
every kind of RANGES COOK AND HEATING STOVES. 
which we sell direct to users at LESS 
THAN ONE-HALF the ogrene ouerees 
by others. OUR FREE STOVE CATA- 
LOGUE pictures, Gosurthes and prices 


our liberal pay after received terms, 
our 30 days’ free trial offer, our safe 
delivery guarantee, our quality and 
durability guarantee and also carries 
with it the most astonishingly LIB- 
ERAL OFFER ever heard of. Just to 
give you « little idea of the wonderful 
values we are offering we show two 
SS . stoves taken at random 
rom our big assortment as shown 
in our free Stove Catalogue... 


buys this hand- 
$3. 98 :: cone, yg oe 
OAK 
HEATER, mt AE or coal 
and is one of the handsomest 
oak heaters made, beautiful ro- 
coco cast iron base, top oad front,best sheet steel body, 
very elaborate nickel plated ornamentations and trim- 
mings, including side rails, bands, top, handsome urn, 
bytes) vhecks, drafts, etc. OUR FREE STOVE 
CATALOGUE shows a very large picture of this and an 
poe ae Me! of other direct draft and DOUBLE 
HEATER ~~ AND COAL HEATING STOVES, 


4.85 : COOK STOVE. 


latest 1904 model, one 
of the latest and best 
cook stoves made; 
highest grade casting, 
large oven shelf, oven 
door kicker, nickel medal- 
lions and trimmings, heavy 
covers and centers. Our 
free Stove Catalogue shows 
a@ very larze picture of this 
and an endless variety of 
other cast iron cook stoves 


WAIaGXKOM AZHOV 





‘‘My pulse ran up to 115 and my weight fell 


21 pounds. I got so I couldn't work, and was 
forced to resign I took milk 
and quit meat alto- 
gether, but nothing improved my appetite and 
the condition of my stomach. 


a good position, 
punches between meals, 


I finally went on 
one meal a day, and had to force myself to eat 
that, and was rapidly starving until one day a 
friend suggested Grape-N uts. 

‘* Although my palate 
belled all 


agreed immediately, 


| 
and stomach had re- 


against other foods, Grape-Nuts 


and I really relished this 
food while the changes in my condition have 
been wonderful. My weight increased from the 
start, and I have now regained 12 pounds, while 


my pulse is normal, 





and I am a new person all 
Life seems worth living, and I enjoy all 


my meals. 


over. 


‘To make sure that this change was due to| 
Grape-Nuts I made the experiment of leaving 
off the food for five days ; but I began to go back- | 
wards so rapidly that I concluded I had satisfied 
my curiosity in this respect, 
Grape-Nuts again in a hurry, and began to pick 
Grape-Nuts certainly touched the 
did the work.’’ - Name given by | 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Look in each peckege for a copy of he 
famous little book, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville.”’ 


up again. 


spot and 


and I went back to | 


and cast and steel ranges at correspondingly low prices. 

Our big $11.96 nickel trimmed steel range is the 
greatest steel range value ever offered. Our $13.95 re- 
servoir nickel trimmed steel cook stove ane our big 500- 
pound reservoir high shelf range, which we sell at 
$15.95 ARE THE EQUAL OF RANGES THAT SELL 
ELSEWHERE AT DOUBLE THE PRICE. 

Our free Stove Catalogue shows large pictures and 
complete descriptions of all the stoves we make, ex- 
plains our liberal terms, 30 days’ free trial proposition. 
our guarantees, etc., and carries with it the most libera 
stove offer ever named. Don’t buy a stove anywhere 
until you see our free Stove ( AL GARD. Simply write us 
a LETTER or on a POSTAL PAY “send me 
‘our free Stove Doig WILL GO TO 

OU BY RETURN MAIL, P FREE. Address, 


SEARS. ROEBUCK & to. CHICAGO. 


Beautiful illustrate sea) <7 (edition limited) 

describing greatest Fair in history, and the 
V W F Club, organized by prominent citizens 
to solve hotel problem. Room for 500 persons, 
Refined, agreeable pacvountinegp Unique and 
interesting plan Write at once to 

VISITORS WORLD'S FAIR CLUB 

2034E Grand Ave., St Louis, U.S A. 

cents 


‘$5 A DAY {5 == 
IGan Sell Your 
R ore | | or what It is worth. 


Send a ee state price 
382 North American Building. PHILADELPHIA 





earround. Outfit, 2 
. Earle & Co., Pubs, 





and learn my wonderfully 


every kind of stove we make, explains | 











BISTALL’S BOOKS 


THE SELF AND SEX SERIES 
has the unqualified endorsement of 


Dr. Joseph Cook 
i R Cc. M. Sheldon 
F. B. Meyer 
heo. L. Cuyler 
Dr. Francis E. Clark 
Bishop Vincent 
Anthony Comstock 
ca) Pansy ” 
Prances E. Willard 
oaey H. Somerset 
Emipent physicians, and 
hundreds of others 


4 BOOKS TO MEN. By Sylvanus Stall, D.D. 
Wuar a YounG Boy OuGut To Know. 
Wuat a YounG MAN OuGHuT To Know. 
Wuat a YounG HussBanp OuGut To Know 
Wuat A MAN OF 45 OuGHT TO Kwow 


4 BOOKS TO WOMEN iy Mrs. Mary Wood- 
Allen, M.D. and Mrse Emma F A. Drake, M.D. 
Wuart &# YounG Girt OuGnt To Know. 
Wuat A YounG Woman OvuGut To Know 
Wuat a YounG Wire OuGcut ro Know 
Wuat a WoMAN OF 45 OuGHT vo Know. 


$1 per copy, post free. Send for table of contents. 
Canvassers Wanted 


4 NEW BOOKS.-=-}* Faces Toward the Light,”’ 
devotional (Stall) A spiendid book for spiritual 
quickening, $1, net. © Manhood’s Morning” 
(Conwell). A book of high ideals for young men. 
A golden gift book, $1, net. ‘* Maternity”’ (Drake), 
soc., net. “™ Pastor's Pocket Record ”’ (Stall), 
5ec., nut. 

: : ry 1192 Real Estate Trust 
Vir Publishing Co. (135. Phitadeiphia, Pa. 





Teachers’ Edition 


of the American Standard 


Revised Bible 


‘contains in addition to the text 
edited by the American Revis; 
ion Committee, The Concise 
Bible Dictionary with numer- 
ous illustrations, an entirely 
New Combined Concordance 
to the American Standard edi- 


tion, and Indexed Bible Atlas. 
Beautifully bound in vari- 
ous styles, $2.25 to $9.00 
For sale by all leading book- 
sellers or sent postpaid on 
receipt of price. Send for catalogue to 
Thomas Nelson & Sons Las jisheore 
37-41 E. 18th St., ork 

















DISTINCTIVELY 
Soc. ost GEMS OF SONG 


30c. postpaid 
The Biglow & Main Co , New York and Chicago 


SAVE 2s YOUR FUEL 





(Lesson for Oct. 4) SEPTEMBER 19, 1903 


ars 


Pretty boxes and odors 


are used to sell such 
soaps, as no one would 
touch if he saw them un- 
disguised. Beware of a 
that 


something outside of it. 


soap depends on 


Pears’, the finest soap 
in the world is scented or 
not, as you wish; and the 
money is in the merchan- 
dise, not in the box. 


Established over 100 years, 


B. & B. 


black goods 


Important, always wanted, and useful to 
any woman. 

This is Priestly’s—you know Priestly 
makes the best Black Goods made anywhere 








on earth—best quality, fastest dye. 

Bought a lot far under price—to be sold 
| same way—far under price. 

Priestly’s famous and sterling Cachemire 
| de V’'Inde—42 to 45 inches wide, $1.50, 
| $2.00 and $2.50 goods, everywhere at any 
time—at this interesting sale, 75c¢., $1.00, 
$1.25. 

Priestly’s Black Camel’s Hair, 48 inches 
wide, $1.50, sponged and shrunk, 75c. 

Women’s greatest opportunity to get fall 
gowns and save a lot of money on the best 
—nothing the matter with these goods — 
New York importer bought too many, 


Earnest invitations extended to send for 
samples of fine, new fall dress goods—notice 
the money’s worth: how priced so you save. 

French and American Voiles, Crepes, 
Zibelines. English and Scotch Suitings, or 
any other fabric you may want. 

Voiles, 75c. to $2.00. 
Tailorings, $1.00 to $3.50. 

Variety for selection comprising every 
fashionable color in all correct shades. 

When you send for samples, be sure to 
state clearly about color, style, and price 
you want to pay—it gets them to you sooner 
— it’s also well to mark your letter S.S. T. 3 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Allegheny, Pa. 








100) #4 


CANDLE §§ 


POWER i. 
a 


CANTON INCANDEScenT 


GASOLINE LAMP 
Only gasoline lamp lit with one match 
like Gas. Whitest, clearest, softest light for reading 
or sewing. COSTS 1-llth AS MUCH AS GAS. No 
dirt, smoke, odor. 
office. 


used WEEK 


Should be in every home, store, 


$2.75 AND UP 
Artistio designs. Catalog free. Agents wanted. 


CANTON INCANDESCENT LIGHT CO 
BOX 500, CANTON, OHIO, 








* or get all the Fully Guaran- 


heat you pay j 
for.When you teed 


use & Rochester 
Radiator you do. 


Rochester Radiator Co., 


78 Furnace St., Rochester, N. Y. | 


| taries, 


HE | NICHOLS’ COMBINATION SUNDAY - 

SCHOOL CLASS-BOOK, for ‘Teachers, Secre- 
and ‘Treasurers The greatest invention of 
the age. Write for circular qui k Address S. W. 
Nichols, 274 Thirteenth St., Milwaukee, Wis. 


ON-RESIDENT COURSES leading to diploma 
and degrees. For free catalogue, write C. J. Bur- 
ton, Pres. lowa Chris. College, Oskaloosa, Iowa 








